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TX Emperor Sigiſmund was reproached for rewe 
ing inſtead of diſtroyi ing his enemies, and by Dat 


pe 


. 
= 
= 1 


means gave them the power again to injure him. Whats. | 


ſaid the noble-minded monarch, do not J "ON: minis 


enemies when I make them my. friends? 


$-. 


A Frenchclergyman whoſe pariſhioners had many of thei | 


not made the moſt honourable exit out of this bad world, 


inſiſted when he was baptizing one of their children, 


to be paid the nuptial and burial fees, as well as L= 
of baptiſm; and when the parents aſked the reaſon q 


this extraordinary demand, he replied, Becauſe I know" as © 
ſoon as he is grown up, he will cheat me of my dues, by going 10 


Paris to be hanged. L 

Henry Stevens relates an anecdote of a 4warkith man 
who had eſpouſed ſuch a gigantic woman, that he was 
obliged to clime upon the table if he wanted to kiſs ber. 
This woman, ſays our author, when hex huſband was ven 


4 bh * 
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e eee aſk who it whs that hept grumbling | 


Vere below. 


— » 


A tatling fellow came and.told a th of whom * 
ha very little knowledge, a ſecret of the utmoſt conſe- 


quence to himſelf, begging for God's ſake that the other 
would not tell it again, Never fear, ſaid the Peng, [ 
Mall at leaſt be as N as your elf. 


* The celebrated Malherbe dined one day with the arch- 
biſhop of Rouen, who was famous for being a tedious 
ll preacher. Dinner was ſcarcely ever before Malherbe 
EL allecp; but was awaked by the prelate, and invited 


erbe, to excuſe me; I can fleep exceedingly well where 
Jam. 


eam auctioneer's coach happened a few years ago, 


aſter the play, Lord deſired the coachman to dive 
off at the fame time calling to the owner, Mr, Aucrioneer 
cc is going“ a geing.! It's to the great morti- 
cation vt the auctioneer, and the | mirth of e one 
Fes wiſh boar 3 at the execution of the ma- 

f Laa Gors on the new ſeaffold before Newgete, one ſays 
to the other— arrah Fat, nom? but is there any dhſſerence 
being hanged here aud being hanged in chains No 
honey? replicd he, no great difſerence ; only one hangs about an 

wer, and the other bo all the days of his life. 8 


* Dean of 1 remarkable for holding a great 
; ber of church preferments, travelling ſlowly in his 
| chariot to. that city, was overtaken by a r.. parſon 
who. had ſomehow. procured the loan of a * 1 horſe. 
The parſon en paſſan', bowed moſt reſpect fully 10 the dean? 

Wy. I.” MA, to + ſtop, begged "would call at the 


go and hear him preach, I beſeech your Grace, ſaid 


to prevent ſome noblemen's carriages from drawing up 


# "Moot : ! 
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enough. — Oh, well, coolly anſwered the dean, w 


PN ( 5 ) . 
Mermaid at Rocheſter, and order bim a dinner, to be 
ready at a certain hour. The parſon accordingly called 
on ie hot, told him he would be honoured with a viſit at 
ſuch'a time, and muſt provide a good dinner, Fir how 
miany, and pleaſe you honour ? ſays Bonnilace, Why, re- 
plies the parſon, I can't well ſay how many perſons the whole 
compamy will conſiſt of, for I only ſaw the Dean of Canterbury, 
the Cannon of Wincheſter, the Provoft of Litchjield, the Re- 
tor of Orpington, the Vicar of Romney, and one of the King's 
chaplains, "The parſon than proceeded to his own homey 
which was within a few miles; and the landlord began 
to make ample proviſion for the numerous gueſts he ex- 
pected to entertain. Accordingly, when the Dean ar- 
rived a large table was ſet out, and the cloth laid, How's 


. this, cries his reverence you have ſhewn me the wrong room; 


this ſurely is intended for a large company. And pleaſe your 
honour replied the landlord, Parſon Single church called 


bout an hour and a half azo, and told me 1 mujt | 


provide for your honour, and the Cannon of Wenckeſtets 
and the Provoſt of Litchfield, and the Rector of Orpington, and 


eue of the King's chaplains. too, and I don't know how many 


more; and ſo I thought, and pleaſe your honour, Fd on 


mow recollected himſelf, I ought to kave aſked Mr. S. 
ei to love Feit and Gita with me. 179 


5 


1 


A plain country yeoman bringing his daughter to town, | 
ſaid, for all ſhe was brought up altogether in the country, 
ſhe was a girl of ſenſe. Yes, ſays a pretty young” te» 


male in company, Country fenſ-, Why faith, madamy 


fays the fellow, country ſenſe is better ſometimes. than 
London impudence. 5 


© l - 


A gentleman in king Cherles the Ila's time; who had 
paid a_tedious attendance at court. ſor.a place, and 


a thouſand promiles, at length "reſolved to ſee the king 


himſelf ; ſo getting himſelf introduced, he told his Mas 


5 Jelty what pretenſions he had to his fayour, and boldly” 
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ing his ſtory, told him he had juſt given the place away. 
Upon which the gentleman made a very low-oberfance 
to the king, and thanked him extremely; which he re- 


was, called him again, and aſked the reaſon, why he 
gave him fach extraordinary thanks, when he had 
denied him his ſuit: The rather and pleaſe your majeſty, 
replied the gentleman, than if you gave me a thouſand put- 
ofts; but your majeſty has ſav'd me all that trouble, and 
generouſly given me my anſwer at once. God's fiſh, ſaid 
the king, thou ſhalt kave the place for thy downright honeſty. 


A merry drolling fellow, who lived with a lady that 
was juſt on the point of matrimony, being ſent with a 
how d'ye to an acquaintance of her's, who lived a ſew 
miles off, was aſked how his lady did; Ah, dear madam, 
"replied the fellow, ſke can never live long in this condition. 


A perſon adviſing a lady in town to marry a country 
Spentleman; to recommend the match in the ſtronger 
termes, told her it would be more convenient for her, be- 
aufe his concerns in the country joined to her's. Ay, ſays 


3 


A lady obſerving in company how glorious and uſeful 
a body the ſun was—The fun tobe ſure ſays an Iriſh gen- 
dean preſent, is a very fine body, but in my opinion, the 
F moon is much more uſeful: for the moon- affords us light 
Ein the night-time when we really want it, whereas we have the 
fun with us only in the day time, when we have no occafi- 
on ſor it. | e 


K miſer, having loſt an hundred pounds, promiſed ten 
pounds reward to any one that would bring it him. An 
Fneſt poor man, who found it, brought it to the old 


demanding the ten pounds. But the miſer, 
Mew; > SEM ©. 


So. bs 7 
* 
1 
* 
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aſked kim for the place Juſt then vacant. The king heat- 


peated often. The king obſerving how over thankful he 


"the lady, but his concerns ſhall never join to mine in the 


% 
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to baffle him, alledged there were » hundred and ten 
pounds in the bag when loſt, The poor man however, 
was adviſed to ſue for the money; and when the cauſe 
came on to be tried, it appeared that the ſeal had not 


been broken nor the bag ripped, the judge ſaid to the 


defendant's counſel—The bag you loſt had an hundred and 
ten pounds in it, you ſay. Yes, my lord, ſays he. Then 
replied the judge, according to the evidence given in court it 
cannot be your money; for here are only an hundred pounds: 
therefore the plaintiff muſt keep it till the true owner appears. 


A late chancellor of the Exchequer, who lived in the 
houſe at preſent occupied by Mr. Pitt, and which belongs 
to that office, on quitting it after his diſmiſſion, pro- 
teſted he would never again live in a houſe of office. 


A booby of a country ſquire, who made an honeſt no- 


man of his father's chambermaid bolted into the room 


when ſhe was in labour, and blubbering over her with 
great tenderneſs, ſobbed out, that he was ſorry the felt fo 


much pain on his account. Don't make thyſelf uneaſy, 


love, ſaid the wife, I can't bear to ſee thee fret, for Tam 
ſure it was not thy fault. 


| Þ 
- 


- 
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The Marquis de la Scallas, an Italian nobleman, hav- 


ing invited the neighbouring gentry to a grand entertain- 


ment, where all the delicacies of the ſeaſon were pro- 


vided; ſome of the company arrived very early, for the 


15 of paying their reſpects to his Excellency. 
oon after which the Major-Domo entered the dining- 


room in a great hurry, and told the Marquis that there 
wos a moſt wonderful fiſherman below, who had brought 
one of the fineſt fiſh in all Italy; for which, however, he 
demanded a moſt extravagant price. Regard not the price? 
cried the Marquis; pay the money directly. So I Would, 


po your highneſs, but he refuſes to take any money. 
hat then would the fellow have? An hundred ſtrokes of 
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the ſtrappado on his bare ſhoulders, my lord; he fays ok E: 


= 


"© 


1 


- $* * * 


Vin pot bate a ſingle blow, On this. the whale compuny 
ran down ſtairs to ſee ſo ſingular a man, —-A fine hh! dc 


cried the Marquis; what is your demand, my friend ? 
Not a quatrini, my lord, anſwered the fiſherman ; Iwill 


not take money. If your lordſhip. wiſhes to have the fiſh, at 
you; muſt order me an hundred laſhes of the ſtrappada on my | 
naked back; otherwiſe I ſhall apply elſewhere. — Kather than p 
loſe the fiſh, ſaid the Marquis, we mult e'en let this fellow N 
have his humour. Here, cried be, to one of his grooms, th 
dilcharge this honeſt man's demands; but don't lay en too 5 I 


hard; don't hurt the poor devil very much. The fiſher- 
man-then. ſtripped, and the groom prepared to executt his 
lordſhip's orders. Now, my friend, ſaid the filhermany. - 
keep an exact account I beſeech you; for I don't deſire a 
fingle ſtroke more than my due, The Whole company 
Were aſtoniſhed” at the amazing fortitude with which the 
man ſubmitted to the operation, till he bad received the 
Aftieth laſh.; when addreſſing himſelf to the fervant— 
- Hold, my friend, cried the fiſherman; I have now had my | 
full bare of the price.—Your ſhare / exclaimed the Mar- 
= quis; what is the meaning of all this? My lord, returned 
de fiherman, Lhave a. partner, to: hom my honour is 
engaged, that he hall have ſull half of whatever I receive 
 - Sorthefilb; and your lordſhip, I dare venture to Tay, will 
dy and bye own that.it would be a thouſand: pities to de- 
traud him of a fingle ſtroke — And pray, my boneſt friend, | 
laid the Marquis, who is this partner? Your porter, my 
Jord, anſwered the fiſherman, who keeps the outer gate, and 
' xefuſed to admit me unleſs I would promiſe him half what 
I mould obtain for the fiſh, Ho, ho! exclaimed the Mar- 
quis, Jangbing very heartily, by the bleſſing of heaven he 
„hall have double his demand: in full tale. The porter 
was accordingly Tent for, and being ſtripped to the ſkin, 
to groorns were directed to lay on with all their might, 
ill be bad fairly received what he was fo, well entitled ta. 
The Marquis. 7 — ordered his ſteward to pay the fiſher- 
dan twenty ſequins, defiring him to call annually fer 12 8 
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Ke ſum, as a recompence for the ſriendly fervice he had 
done him. | m | . 
As the late Mr. Rich, whoſe abilities as a harlequin 
are univerſally known, was returning home from the 
lay-houſe in a hackney coach, he ordered the coachman 
8 drive him to the Sun, then a famous tavern in Clare- 
Market. Juſt as the coach paſſed one of the windows of 
the tavern, Rich, who perceived it to be open, dexteroufly 
threw himſelf out at the coach window into the room. 
The coachman, who ſaw nothing of this tranſaction, de- 
fcended from his box, opened the coach door, and let down 


the ſtep; then taking off his hat, he waited for ſome time, ; 


expecting his fare to alight ; but at length looking into the 
coach, and ſeeing it empty, he beſtowgd a few heerty 
curſes. on the raſcal who had bilked him, remounted- his. 
box, turned about, and was returning to the Rand, when 
Hick, who had watched his opportunity, threw himſelf into 

e coach, looked out, aſked the fellow where the devil be 
was driving, and defired him to turn about. The coach» 
man, almoſt petrified with fear, inſtantly obeyed, and once 
more drew up, to the door of the tavern. Rich now got 
eut ; and after reproaching the fellow with ſtupidity, ten- 


dered him his money. No, God bleſs your honour, fai 


the coachman, my maſter has ordered me to take no money | 
to night. — Pſhaw, ſaid Rich, your maſter's a fool; here's, 

a ſhilling for yourſelf. No, no, ſaid the coachinany, | 
who by that time had remounted his box, that won't 


do. Thnow youtoo well, for * ſhoes and Jo, * 1 


for once you are out-witted.. 


| The late Lady Tyrawly, who was. very ae A 
being on a chriſtening viſit, . her ladyſhip waited below 
ſtairs a conſiderable time with much impatience: to ſee 


the child, which was to be brought down to her, The foot: 


man, in the mean time, entered the apartment with. a 
coal ſcuttle; who a . che fire, near which ber 


the immediately roſe, and being Ie 


610) 

extremely deſirous of complimenting the family, with 
a thouſand common- place obſervations en the bantling, 
run on in the following manner, with great volubility.— 
La! it is the ſweeteſt creature I ever beheld ! my lord 
duke's noſe, my lady ducheſs's mouth; my dear nurſe, this 
is an univerfal joy; for ſure no mother ever had ſo ſweet a 
creature / The company ſtared ; and her ladyſhip, who 
did not diſcover her error, called for her chair, con- 

tulated herſelf on having paid her viſit, and returned 


home full of the praiſes of his Grace's dear delightful 
baby. * " 4 | . 


A Maſter of Arts being reduced to extreme poverty 
begged ſome relief of a lockſmith, who was at work in his 
* ſhop. The ſmith aſked him why he had not learned ſome 
art, to get his living by, rather than thus to go abont beg- 
ring. Alas! replied the ſcholar, I am a maſter of ſeven. 
| Of leven ! replied the lockſmith ; they muſt be ſorry ones 
indeed, then, ſince they are not à. I able to keep you; for 
my part, 1 have only one, as you ſee, which maintains 

© ſeven of us; myſelf, my wife, and five children. 


4 At the beginning of the revolution, feveral perſons of 
rank, who had been zealouſly ſeaviceable in bringing about 
ts this event, but who at the ſame time had no great abilities, 
apphked for ſome of the moſt conſiderable employments 
under government; when the Earl of Hallifax Being con- 
= Julted on the propriety of admitting thoſe claims, Iremem- 
ber, faid his lordſhip, to have read in hiſtory, that Rome 
"was ſaved by the geeſe, but I do not recollect that thoſe * 


gzeeſe were made conſuls. 


The Emperor Solyman, that haughty fovereign of the 

- Turks, whoſe talents were ſo great, and whoſe ambition 
eis without bounds ; in his attack on hungary, took the 
dity of Belgrade, which was conſidered as the bulwark of 
+ Chriſtendona. After this important conqueſt; a woman of 
dio rank approached him, and complained bitterly, that 
„„ 


— 


* 
F*-; 
* 


ſome 


ſome of his ſoldiers had carried off her cattle, in which con- 
ſiſted the whole of her wealth. You muſt then have been 
in a very deep ſleep, ſaid the Sultan, ſmiling, if you did not 
hear the robbers. Yes, my ſovereign, 7 * the woman, 
I did fleep ſoundly, but it was in the fulleſt conſidence, 
that your highneſs watched for the publi® ſafety. The prince | 

who had an elevated mind, far from reſenting this freedom, 
made her ample amends for the loſs which ſhe had fuſs; '* 
tained. 


A late popular character, when very young, was 2 
candidate for Berwick upon Tweed; and being returned, 
preferred a petition to the houſe of commons, retaining ay 
a certain eminent counſel, with a ſeg of fifty guineas 

* Juſt-before this buſineſs was about to come into the houſe, 
the barriſter, who had in the interval changed his political 
ſentiments, ſent word he could not poſſibly plead. On 


R this, the candidate immediately waited on his advocate, 
5 mildly expoſtulated and remonſtrated, but all in vain, 
he would not, by any means, conſent either to plead or 
S return the money; adding, with a ſneer of proſeſſional 
inſolence, that the law was open, and that he might have 
| recourſe, if he conceived himſeif injured. No, no, fir, re- 
f plied the ſpirited client, I was weak enough to give you @ 
t Fee, but T am not quite fool enough to go to law with you ; 
» as I perceive my whole fortune may be waſted in retaining 
s I. fees alone, before I find one honeſt barriſter to plead for 
1 me. I have the fore brought my advocate in my pocket / Then 
- taking out a brace of piſtols, he offered one to the aſtonilh- 
e cd counſellor; and proteſted that before he quitted the room 
S * he would either have his money or ſatisfaction. i»The mo 
| ney was accordingly returned; but loſing ſo able an ad- 
Vvocate, the juſtice of his cauſe prevented not the failure of 
e dais application. | WE 
898 5 8 
13 A certain colonel who made the fine fire · works in St. 
of * * James's:Square, to celebrate the peace of Ryſwick, being 
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in company with ne ladies, was highly r the 


— 


* ſerve you, by weering a fingle word: 


He i gone to that place where only his own fire-w orks can be er- 


CWC7! c&ceded. 


LF | His preſent Majeſty TREO? to ſee the W. Dr. 


the play, expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe at ſeeing g divine at 
a repreſentation. Sire, replied the doctor, I am not 
aſhamed at being at any place where the head of the church 


5 : W 8 Per to be preſent. 


eceper in a certain borough town, being 


= one of the laſt voters at a violent conteſted election, was 


E 
* 


t 
his vote. The fellow, who was for ſome time at a loſs 


> to tell which fine gentleman” moſt merited his ſuffrage, at 
e recollecting that he had often heard of kiſſing hands 


rongly preſſed by each candidate to honour him with 


Smone tbe great folks, declared that be would not vote 


—Þpether,, unless they would kiſs his hand. One of them 


Secordingly© came forward, and having, in "vain, en» 


-denvoured to perſuade the {weep to diſpene with fo dif- 


agreeable a ceremony, actually faluted his footy fingers; 


* after which, confidently claiming the expected reward: = 


- No, no, 1ays the chimney-{weeper, I ſhan' t vote for vou; 


dr Lam very lure, be chat 2 hifs my haznd would hats the 
{44s N 


& collection was made to ; build the hoſpital of 3 
FB ans were employed to gather this money, caing 
0 4 rank -— thin: door, ot which was Half 2 . 


* 
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_ Jepitaph juſt then ſet up in the abbey, on Mr. Purcel's, 
.  monument— ; 


18 i gone tht] aids were only P19 0 04%N 8 can be ex- | 


Aord, Colonel, ſaid one of the ladies the fame epitaph | 
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the entry they overheard an old man ſcolding the ſervant |} 
+ maid, who, having made uſe of a match in kindling the. * 


fare, had afterwards indiſcreetly thrown it away, withoyt. 
reflecting, that the match {till having the other extremity. 
dipped in ſulphur, might have been of further feyice, 


After diverting themſelves a while with the diſpute, they. 


knocked, and preſenting themſelves before the old gen- 
tleman. As ſoon as he had told him the cauſe of their 
coming, he went into a cloſet, from whence he brought four 
hundred guineas, and reckoning. the money. in their 


aſtoniſhed at this generoſity, and teſtiſying.their ſurpriſe 


told the old fellow what they had heard, Cee 
ſaid he, your ſurpriſe is occalioned by a thing of hel 


canſequence. I keep houle, and ſave and ſpend mo- 
ney my own way ; the one furniſhes me with the means 
'of doing the other; and both equally gratify my inclina- 


tions. With regard to benefactions and donations, al- 


ways expect malt from prudent people, who keep their own. 


accouncs. When he had thus ſpoken, he turned them cut 
of the houſe without further ceremony, and ſhut the door, 
"not thinking half ſo muck of the four hundred guineas which A 


had juſt given away, as of the match that had been thrown to the 


fixe. 


The late Doctor Franklin, in the early part of his life, 


followed: the buſineſs of a printer, and had occaſion to tra- 


vel from Philadelphia to Boſton, In his journey he ſtop- 
ped at one of their inns, the landlord of which 


the true diſpoſition of his countrymen, which is, to be | | 


inquiſitive, even to impertinence, into the buſinefs-of every 
ſtranger.— The Doctor, after the fatigue of the days 


travel, had ſet himſelf down to ſupper, when his landlard 


began to torment him with queſtions. The Doctor well 


knew the: diſpoſition. of theſe people; he apprehended; 
that, aſter. having anſwered his queſtions, others would. 
come in, and go over the ſame ground, ſo he determined 


5 ſtop him. |. Have you a wife, landlord 7 Yes, | fir, 
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preſence, he put it into their bag. The collectors being 


= 
= 


* 
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Pray let me ſee her. Madam was introduced with much 
form. —How many children have you? Four, fir. I ſhould 
be happy to ſee them. The children were ſought, and 
introduced. How many ſervants have you? Two, fir, a 
man and a woman. Pray fetch them. When they came 
the doctor aſked if there were any other perfons in the 
houſe; and being anſwered in the negative, addreſſed 
= them with much folemnity : My good friends, I ſent ſor 
you here to give you an account of myſelf. My name is 
Benjamin Franklin ; I am a printer, of years of age, 
reſide. at Philadelphia, and am going from thence to 
Boſton; I ſent for you all, that if you with for any further 
Srticulars, you may aſk, and I will inform you, which 
done, I ſalter myſelf you will permit me to eat my ſupper in 
peace. 


When Spencer had finiſhed his famous poem of the 
Fairy Queen, he carried to the Earl of Southampton, 
the great patron of the poets of thoſe days. The manu- 
ſcript being ſent up to the earl, he read a few pages, and 
then ordered his ſervant to give the writer 20l. Readin 
on, he cried in rapture, Carry that man another 20l. 
ywoceeding ſtill, he ſaid, give him 20l. more. But, at 
length, he loſt all patience, and ſaid, Go, turn that fellow 
out of the houſe, for if I read on I ſhall be ruined, 7 


In an aſſembly the other day, the converſation happen- 
ed to turn upon a new publication, which was highly 
” praiſed by a nobleman, who had juſt peruſed it. A per- 
bon in company, underſtanding, from what the nobleman 
- faid, that he was a ſtranger to the author, went in queſt of 
him, knowing him to be hard by, and introduced him 
to the nobleman ; at the fame time, intimating, that he 
"Rood in need of pecuniary affiftance. His lordſhip cold- 
ly told the author he liked the work very well, and drawing 
out his purſe, made him a preſent of it; in which was 
Ay - tuo guineas, 25 5 . 


— 
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That admired ſon of the comic muſe, Mr. Quick, be- 
2 longing to the Liverpool company of comedians, at the 
time the celebrated Naval Review at Portſmouth made fo 
much noiſe in the world; one of the gentlemen of the 
theatre, after ſaluting Mr. Quick one morning in the 
Green Room, whipt open his waiſtcoat, the ladies ſet up a 
loud laugh, which the wag heightened, by obſerving, the 
ladies had an opportunity of ſeeinga Naval Review without 


going to Portſmouth. 


A man going home late at night was ſtopped by the 
patroles, and afked where he was going : He being ins 
toxicated with liquor, told them, he came from where 
they would like to have been, and was going where they 
dare not come for their ears, They then aſked his name 
and where he lived. My name, ſays he, is ſeven and 
twenty ſhillings, and where I live js out of the king's 
dominions. Upon which they took him to the watch- 
houſe. The next day he was examined before the juſtice, 
for the impertinent anſwers given to the patroles. Upon 
which he ſaid, Pleaſe your worfhip, I was at a punch-houſe, 
where I had good liquor, which made me ſay, they would 
wiſh to be there; and was going home to my wife, where 
they had no right to come; my name is moidore; and I live 
in Little Britain. This anſwer ſo pleaſed the Juſtice that be 
was diſcharged immediately. | 5 


A cardinal, highly in the confidence of Pope Alexander 
the Sixth, told him one day, that it would be expedient to 
baniſh the 1 out of Rome, ſor they were entirely 


| uſeleſs, No, ſays the Pope, they are quite the reverſe; 
. for without them the world would increaſe ſo faſt, that one 
5 could not live by another. _ Lol 7 
1 The famous Rabelias followed the Cardinal of Lorrain 
e to Rome, and attended on him as his phyfician.ä— This 
. prelate being gone to pay hi duty to the new Pope, 
8 _ Gregory XIII. was, according to cuſtom, admitted to 
1 . | 2 Fr | 2 
© "FA | 


. 


the honour of kiſſing his holineſs's toe. Kabelais, who was 
preſent, appearing ſurpriſed and ſhocked at the de 2 of 


ſuch a bealtly action, haſted out of the room, and went 
away. . The cardinal on his return home. aſked him 
angrily, what made him run away before he was preſented 
t the pontiff, with the gentlemen of his retinue,—lI crave 
your Eminency's pardon, anſwered Rabelais; but leeing 
you, who are a cardinal, a great prince, and my maſter, 
is the Pope's toe, I thought the greateſt honour that could 
fall to my ſhare would be to kiſs his holeneſs's backſide. . 


7 King James the Firſt gave all manner of liberty and 


= Encourageraent to the exerciſe, of buffoonery, and he took 
po great delight in it himfelf, Happening once to bear ſome» 


what hard on one of his Scotch courtiers: By my ſaul, re- 


turned the peer, he that made your majeſty a king, ſpoiled 
the beſt ſoul in Chriſtendom. 


A young gentleman deſirous of being admitted into the 
law, was alked a queſtion by one of the gentlemen of 
- long robe: Suppaſe, ſeys he; your, client had à debt owing 

Vm of nine pounds nineteen {hilings, and the plaintiff was 


going to leave the country; How would you act? Why, 


{fays the young ftudent,, I would lend him another. (hilling.— 
This anſwer ſe well pleaſed the judges, that they after- 
wards.conſulted, and admitted him. 


A lawyer told his client, his adverſary had removed his: 


fait from. one court to anather; to whom the client rey © _ 
plied, Let him remove to the deu, if le pleaſes, I am jure 


y attorney, for money, will follow it. | a 
Cardinal Wolſey was firſt miniſter of Rate ta Hen. VIII,. 
and in great favor with him. He was a 8 inſolent, 
A virious prrla e, anq; falling under di 


de h mour of religion and virtue, viz. Had I ſerved 
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| | | iſgrace; he was. 
been ker by the king; but dying on. his journey between 
Fort and London, be left this teſtimonꝝ behind him, 0. 


Gad 


— 


n 


erſaken me in ny old age. | 


thy divine, whg. was  foliciting him for a living then vas. 


doctor, not at all abaſhed, ſmilingly replied, He ſhould 
be incorrigible not to improve with his lordſhip for an 


Have I ſo, doctor, ſays the Earl; then e'en take the 
living, and my daughter Sophia ſhall teach you to turn your toes 
out. #7 * 4 


There was a patron in England that had a benefied 


Sed as'zeatou/ly. as I have ſerved my prince, he would not laue 


A nobleman, before a numerous aſſembly, told a wot- 0 


cant, and in his-lordſhip's diſpoſal, No, no, Doctor; talk © 
no more of it; but prithee, man, learn to dance, - The 


inſtructor, who had long taught him to dance attendance, . 


* 


fallen into his hands, and a good brother of mine came 


unto him, and brought him thirty apples in a diſh, and 
gave them to his man to carry them to his maſter.—The 
man accordingly preſented him with the diſh of apples, 


ſaying, Sir, ſuch a man hath ſent you a diſh of fruit, ande 
defireth you to. be good unto him for fuch a benefice. - 


Tub, tuſh, ſaid be, this is no 208 matter, I will have 
none of his apples; I have as g 
orchard. The man came to the prieſt again, and told 


him what his maſter had ſaid. Then, replied the prieſt, | 


as theſe in my own. 


deſire him to ? we one of them for my ſake; he ſhall. 


find them better than they look for. He accordingly cut 
one of them, and found ten pieces of gold in it. Marry, 


©. © quoth be, this is a god apple, The prieſt ſtanding not far 


p off, and hearing what the gentleman ſaid, cried out, They 


are all as one apple, I aſſure you, fir; they all grew on one 
tree, and have all one taſte. Well, he is a. good fellow, 


let him have it, faid the patron, and get you a graft of this - 
tree, and I'll warrant it to. you in better ſtead than all St. Paul's 


ET.” * 7 * | p 8 | A 5 6 r | N 4 

5 A poor but worthy "clergyman, who poſſeſſed only a 

Ss .Jmaall. lectureſhip, from the income of which he had a 
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large ſamily to maintain, had been under the neceſſity 


through ſome expenſive family ſickneſſes, &c. of cantrat- 


ing debts with ſeveral of- the pariſh, and, being unable 


to ͤanſwef their demands, abſconded for ſome time, for 


fear of being troubled; and, in ſhort, was fo aſhamed of 


facing his creditors, that he even prevailed on a friend to 
officiate on Sundays far him. He however conſidered 


that this way of life could not laſt long, he took courage 


and reſolved to preach on the following Sunday before 


his pariſhioners ; when he took his text from the New 


Teſtament, in theſe words: 
Have patience with me and I will pay you all, 


He divided his diſcourſe into two general heads: Firſt, 
Have patience with me. Secondly, And I will pay you all. 
He then expatiated very largely and elegantly on that 


_ moſt chriſtian virtue, patience ; after which, And now, 


* 


ſays he, having done with my firſt head, viz. Have patience, 


I now come to my ſecond and laſt general head, which is, 
And I will pay you all.— But that I muſt leave for another op- 


portunity. Which excellent concluſion ſo pleaſed his Ere- 


ditors, that they gave him his own time to pay his 


debts, aſſuring him that they would never trouble him 


more. Ky 


Wy gentleman once was called upon 2 Jury at the Old 


Bailey, but he being diſtreſſed in circumſtances reſolved - 
to turn upon the road to mend i fortune, upon which 
he ordered His barber to mal! u ſcarlet wig, which 


he wore, and robbed two gentletnen; after which he 


"> "threw the wig away. A countrymon with his team tra- 
_ yelling the road, picked it up, and admiriug it, throws off 


1 
+ 
8 - 


his cap and put on the ſcarlet wig, thinking it was the 


faſhion in London; he ſoon after arrived in town, and the 
do gentlemen who were robbed ſeeing the countryman, 
immediately took him in cuſtody,” ſuppoſing him to be 


the man who robbed them; he was brought up to the Old 


Bailey 


* 


C2053 
Bailey for trial, and ſwore to by the two gentlemen. 
The real highwayman was on the Jury, who thought it 
a cruel circumſtance that an innocent man ſhould ſuffer, 
and putting on the wig, ſaid to the gentlemen, Who was 
it robbed you? O, ſays the gentlemen, it was you, you 
are the man, we are ſure,—Then ſays the judge to them, 
Why you two will ſay it is me if I put on the wig. 
You have already ſworn to one, and you want to ſwear to 


another ; turn them both out of court, or they ll ſwear to me 
Ne. xt. | 


A very ignorant perſon, but extremely foppiſh young 
fellow, going into a bookſeller's ſhop with a relation, 
who went there to buy ſomething he wanted, ſeeing his 

coulin look into a particular book and ſmile, aſked him, 
what there was in that book to make him ſmile ? 
Why, anſwed the other, this book is dedicated to you, 
couſin Jack: Is it ſo? ſays he, pray let me ſee it; for 
I never knew before that I had ſuch an honour done 
to me. Upon which, taking it into his hand, he found 
it to be Perkin's Catechiſm, dedicated to all ignorant 


perſons 


A drunken fellow having ſold all his goods to maintain 
himſelf at his pot, except his feng er- bed, at laſt made 
away with that too; when being proved for it by ſome 
of his friends; Why, ſaid he, I am very well, thank God, 


and why /hould I keep my bed. 


3 A gentlemen being arreſted for a pretty large ſum 


of money, ſent to an acquaintance, who had often pro- 


feſſed great friendſhip for him, to beg that he would bail 


him; the other told him, that he had promiſed never to 
be bail for any body; but with much kindneſs ſaid, 1 
will tell you what you may do, you may get ſomebody elſe, 


of you can. 


(20.0 
When king Charles the Firſt was in great -anxiety 
about figning the warrant for the Earl of Stafford's ex- 
ecution, ſaying, it was next to death to part with ſo able 
a miniſter, and fo loyal a ſubject; a certain favorite of 
the king's ſtanding by, ſoon reſolved his majeſty, by tell- 


ing him, that in fuch an exigence a man had better part 
with his crutch than his leg. 


Some rattling young fellows from London patting into 
a country inn, ſeeing a plain rough-hewn farmer there, 
ſays one of them, vou ſhall ſee me dumb-found that 
countryman. — So coming up to him, he gave his hat a 
twirl round, ſaying, there is half a crown for you, country- 
man. "The former, aſter recovering a little from his ſur- 
priſe, reared his oaken towel, and ſurveying him very 
gravely, gave him two very handſome drubs on the 
Poulter ſaying, I thank you for your kindneſs, friend, 
there is two ſhillings of your money back again. | 


A perſon having been put to great ſhiſts to get money 
to ſupport his credit; ſome of his creditors at length ſent 
him word, that they would give him trouble. Pox, ſaid 
be, I have had trouble enough to borrow the money, and had 
not need be troubled to pay it agen. 


A country-womar ing fick, bequeathed her ſow with 
pig to the parſon, who thinking ſhe would hardly recover, 
came ſoon after and took the ſow away.—The good wo- 
man recovering, aſked for her fow, and being told de 
; rſon ſhe had left it to, came when ſhe was very bad, and 
bad taken her away. Bleſs us, ſays ſhe, the parſon is 
- warſe than the devil, for one may call upon him twenty 
times to take one before ke will do it, but I did but once 
bid the parſon take my ſow, and he fetched her immedi- 


A lady, whoſe beauty was very much upon the decline, 
having ſent her picture to a gentleman that was to come 
Ea | a wooing 


\ 
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4 woding to her, bid-her chambermaid, when ſhe was 


, 

coming to dreſs her, to tate care in repairing her decays 
f a little, or ſhe Thould not look like her picture. T warrant 
C you, madam, fays ſhe, laying on her bavarian red; 
t a little art made your picture like, and now a little of the 
ſame art ſhall make you like your picture; your picture 

muſt fit to you. 

2 A termagant ſempſtreſs coming to hunt a young fellow 
at at his lodgings, where he was tertibly afraid to have his 


landlady hear ; ſhe began to open her quail pipes at a 
ye 2 rate, but was preſently ſeized with a fit of coughing, 
- ord, ſays ſhe, I have got luch a cold I can hardly ſpeak. 
ry. Nay, as to that, ſays he, I care not how ſoftly you , ſpeak, 
the Do not tell me of ſpeaking ſoſtly, ſays ſhe, I inſiſt upon it, 
1 that you let me have my money, or 1 will take the law of 

| you.—Do, ſays he, then-you will be forced to hold your 
tongue, for the law allows no body to ſcold in their own 


ney cauſe. 

ſent | | ” » | . 

ſaid One who had married a light-heeled wife, inſtead of 
had an innocent cuuntry girl, which he took her for, was 


ſeverely rallied upon the diſcovery by his acquaintance, 

1 Among the reſt, a young lady having been very ſevere 
with with him, he called to her lover, who was preſent, ſaying, 
over, ir, take off your waſp, I will bave a fly-trap ee. You 
{ wo- will have occaſion for it, ſays ſhe, your wife has been 


& the blown upon, 


aig : When recruits were raiſing for the late wars, a ſer- 

wenty jeant told the captain, that he had got bim an extraordina 
t once man: Ay, fays the captain, prithee what is he ? A butcher 
medi- fir, replies the ferjeant, and your honour will have a double 
4 8 for him, for we had (wo ſheep-ſizalers in the company 
ore. | 


echne, . 
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A harmleſs country fellow having commenced a ſuit 
againſt a gentleman who had beat down his fences, and 
ſpoiled his corn: When the aſſizes drew near, his adver- 
ſary bribed his only evidence to keep out of the way.— 
Well, fays the fellow, I am reſolved I'll up to town, and 
the king ſhall know it, The king know it, fays his land- 
lord, who was an attorney, prithee what good will that do 
you, if the man keeps out of the way? Why, fir, ſays the 
poor fellow, I have heard you ſay, that the king could 
make a man a peer at any time, | 


A lady ſeeing a tolerable pretty fellow, who by the help 
of a taylor and a ſempſtrefs had transformed himſelf into 
a beau, ſaid, What a pity it is to ſee one whom nature 
has made no fool, ſo induſtrious to paſs for an aſs: Rather, 
ſays another, we ſhould pity thoſe whom nature abuſes, 
than thoſe who abuſe nature ; beſides, the town would be 
robbed of one half of its diverſion, if it ſhould be a crime 


to laugh at a fool, 


a - The Roman Catholicks made a ſacrament of matrimdny, 
— and in conſequence of that notion, pretended that it con- 
* > >xerns grace: The proteſtant divines do not carry matters 

* fo high, but ſay, this ought to be underſtood in a qualified 
Tenſe: and that marriage ſo far confers, grace, as that, ge- 
nerally tpeaking, it brings repentance, which every body 

© knows is one ſtep towards grace. 


* A lady who told another ſhe had a mind to quarrel 
with an impertinent teazing young fellow ſhe did not like, 
© Faid ſhe could not tell how to provoke him, he was fo very 
aſſiduous and ſubmiſſive. 'Slife, ſaid her friend, I'd fpit 
in his face. Alas! ſaid ſhe, that will not do; when men 
are fawning, like lap-dogs, they will take that for a very great 


favor. 


. An extravagant young gentleman, to whom the title 
l Lord, and a good eſtate, was juſt fallen, being a little 
3 4 harraſſed 


623) 
harraſſed by duns, bid his ſteward tell them, that whilſt 


be was a private gentleman he had lei zure to run in debt; 
but now being advanced to higher rank, he was too buſy to 


- 


| Pay them. 


A wild young fellow, that had ſpent his fortune, being 
alked, what he intended to do with himſelf? ſaid he de- 


figned to go into the army. How can that be, ſays one, 


you are a Catholic, and cannot take the oaths. You may 
as well tell me, ſays he, that I cannot take orders becauſe 
I am au atheiſt, I aſk your pardon, replied the other, 1 
did not know the ſtrength of your conſcience ſo well as 1 
did the weakneſs of your purſe. 


A gentleman”complaining of a misfortune, ſaid it was 
along with that drunken ſot, his man, who could not kee 
himſelf ſober. With reſpet to your worſhip, ſaid the 
feHow, I know very few drunken ſots that do keep themſelves - 
ſober . « 


An Engliſh gentleman travelling to France, and made 


choice of an abbot, as wicked as himſelf, for the com- 


anion of his pleaſures, One of his countrymen told 
bim, That though the abbot and he differed about the way 
to heaven, they were in a fair way of going to the devil 
together. : 
A very grave perſon being carried before a magiſtrate 
for having a little thing as big as a baſtard laid to him; 
one that was paſſing by, aſked what was the matter? Only, 
ſays another, an old gentleman is apprehended upoꝶſuſ- 
N of manhood. Manhood !. cries the former, what 
as he committed murder ? Quite the contrary, ſays the 


other; he has committed fornication, and got a ſubjett, not 


killed one. 


A countryman in the ſtreet enquiring the way to New- - 


gate, an arch fellow that heard him, ſaid he would ſhew him 
- preſently,  : 
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"By wreſent! 8 Do but croſs the way, faid he, to yon Gold · 


{tnith's hop, and move off with one of thoſe filver tankards 


and it will bring you there preſently. _ | 


A certain. prieſt in a rich abbey in Florence, being a 
Aherman's ſon, cauſed a. net to be ſpread every day on a 
table in his apartment, to put him in mind of his origin; 
the abbot dying, this diſſembled humility procured him 
to. be choſen abbot, after which the net was uſed no more. 
Being aſked, the reaſon, he anſwered, there is no occaſion for 
the net now the I is caught. 


A farmer, who had a very great name in the country 
For his dexterity in manly - exerciſes, ſuch as wreſtling, 


throwing the bar, and the like, drew upon himſelf many 
eccalions to try his {kill, with ſuch as came far and near 
to challenge him; among the reſt a conceited fellow rode 
A great way to vilit this champion; and being told that he 
was in his ground behind the houſe, he alighted, and walk- 
ed with his horſe in his hand, till he came where he found 
tim at work; ſo hanging his horſe upon the pails, he ac- 
coſted him thus: That having heard much of his fame, he 


Was come forty. miles: to try a fall with him. The cham- 


ion, without more ado, came up to him, and clofing 
with him, took him on ſuch an advantageous lock, that 


he pitched him clear over the pails; and with a great deal 
gol unconcern, took up his ſpade, and fell to work again: 
the fellow getting upon his legs again, as. nimble as he 
could, called o ſpeak to him. Well, ſays the champion, 

have you anymore to ſay to me? No, no, replied the fel? 
low, only to defire you would be fo kind as to throw my © 


horſe after ne. MT es 5 
eo lawyer and a phyſician having a diſputs about pre- 
cedence, referred it to Diogenes, who gave it in favor of 


ecutioner follow, 


the lawyer, in theſe terms: Let the thief go before and the em 
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Three young conceited wits, as they thought them- 
ſelves, paſſing along the road near Oxford, met a grave 
old gentleman, with whom they had a mind to be rudy 
merry : Good-morrow, father Abraham, ſaid one : Good-' 
mortrow, father Iſaac, ſaid the next: Good-morrow, father. 
Jacob, cried the laſt, I am neither Abraham, Iſaac, nor 
Jacob, replied the old gentleman, but Saul, the ſon of Kilh, 


who went out to ſeek his ful ler's aſſes, and lo ! here I have ſound 
them. 


A country curate being one Friday in Lent to examane- 
his young Catechumens, and the bell tolling for prayers, 
he was obliged to leave a game of All Fours unfiniſhed, 
in which he had the advantage; but told his antagoniſt 
he would ſoon diſpatch bis audience, and ſee him out. 
Now for fear any tricks ſhould be played with the cards 
in his abſence, he put them in his caſſock; and aſking 
one of the children how many commandments there 
were, which the boy not readily anſwering, by accident. 
one of the cards dropped ou: A his ſleeve; he had the pre- 
ſence of mind to bid the boy take it up, and tell him what 
card it was: which he readily did; When turning to the 
parents of the child: Are you not aſhamed, ſaid he, to pay 

tuch little regard to the eternal welfare of your children, 
as not to teach them their commandments? I fuſs 
pected your neglet, and brought this card with me, to detect 


your immorality, in teaching your children to know their cards 
© before their commandaments. 


An ingenious young gentleman, at. the Univerſity of 
Oxford, being appointed to preach before- the Vices 
Chancellor, and the heads of the colleges at St. Mary's, 
and having formerly -obſerved the drowſineſs of the Vice 

Chancellor, took this place of ſcripture for bis text. 
_ What! cannot ye watch one hour? At every diviſion he con- 
cluded with his text ; which, by reaſon of the Vice-Chan- 


cLepllor ſitting ſo near the pulpit, often awaked him. This 


was ſo noted among tbe wits, that it was the jeſt of the 
whole Univerſity, and withal it did fo uettle the Vice; 


L. F. E a Chancellor 
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Chancellor, that he complained to the archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, who, willing to redreſs him, ſent for this ſcholar 
up to London, to defend himſelf againſt the crime laid to 
his charge; where coming, he gave ſo many proofs of his 
extraordinary wit, that the Archbiſhop enjoined him 
to preach before King James, After ſome excuſes, he at 
length conſented ; and coming into the pulpit, begins, 
James the firſt and ſixth, waver not : meaning the firſt King 
of England, and the fixth of Scotland. At firſt the king 
was ſomewhat amazed at the text, but in the end was ſo 


well pleaſed with his ſermon, that he made him one of his 


chaplains in ordinary. After this advancement, the 
Archbiſhop ſent him down to Oxford to make his recan- 
tation to the Vice-Chancellor, and to take leave of the 


Univerſity, wbich he accordingly did, and took the latter 


part of the verſe of the former text : Sleep on now, and take 
your reſt, Concluding his ſermon, he made his apology to 
the Vice-Chancellor, ſaying, Whereas I ſaid before, 
which gave offence, What, cannot you watch one hour ? 
I fay now, Sleep on, and take your reſt; and ſo left the 
Vniverſity. | 


A humourous affair occurred during the Luggerſhal 


election. A country dealer having occaſion to go that 
way- and obſerying ſeveral coaches preparing to ſet off 
with ſome of the voters from this city, ſtepped into one of 
them, and unnoticed partook of all the good things attend» 
ant on the journey !— When he finally alighted at the place 
of deſtination, one of the agents obſerving him to be 
without a ribband, very civilly aſked him to accept of a 
favor.—Feavor, fir, replied the other, I am very well ſatisfied 
with the favour 1 have already received, and as I am not quali- 
fied to return you the favor of a vote, I cannot think of accepting 
any more. | | | | 


oY plain country fellow, born in Eſſex, coming to 


London, which place he had never ſeen before, he 


walked in a certain ſtreet, not a great way from Mark- 
lane, eſpied a rope hanging at a merchant's door, with a 
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handle to it, and wondering what it meant, he took it 
in his hand, and played with it to and fro; at length, 
pulling it hard, he heard a bell ring. It ſo happened, 
that the merchant being near the door, went himſelf and 
demanded what the fellow would have. Nothing, Sir, 
ſaid he, I did but play with this pretty thing which hangs 
at your door, What countryman are you, ſaid the mer- 
chant, An Eſſex man, an't pleaſe you, replied the other. 
I thought ſo, ſaid the merchant, for I have often heard ſay, 
that if a man beat a buſh in Eſſex, there preſently comes forth 
a calf, It may be fo, replied the countryman, and I think 


@ man can no ſooner ring @ bell in London, but out pops a 
cuckold, 


A gentlewoman delighting in a plurality of lovers, 
chanced to admit to her Embraces two gentlemen who 
loved one another entirely, but were unacquainted with 
each other's intrigue. One of them having lain with 
this gentlewoman one night, loſt his g in the bed, 
which the other found in the morning aſter. The day 
following the firſt ſees it on his friend's finger. Aſter a 
great many arguings about it, they came to underſtand 
one another's intrigue, The man who loſt it demands his 
ring, the other refuſes; at laſt it was agreed that it ſhould 
be left to the next comer- by, who ſhould have the ring, 
It chanced to be the huiband of the woman, who hearing 
the whole matter, adjudged the ring ſhould belong to him who 


owned the ſheets, Marry then, ſaid they, for your excellent 
judgment you ſhall have the ring. 


A gentleman riding near. the foreſt of Whichwood, in 
Oxfordſhire, aſked a fellow, what that wood was called. 
He ſaid, Whichwood, Sir. Why, that wood,” I tell 
thee.. He till ſaid, Whichwood. I think, ſaid the gen- 
tleman, thou art as ſenſeleſs as the wood that grows 
there. I may be ſo, replied the other, but you know not 
Whichwood, 
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A conceited perſon, aſter he had written ſeveral verſes 
in praiſe of his miſtreſs, beginning firſt with her head, and 
ſo proceeding up n every member down to her feet, miſ- 
ſing no part but her neck: Oh, ſaid one, there is good 


reaſon for that, he reſerves the nech verſe for himſelf, knowing 
he ſhall have occaſ on for 1t hereafter. 


A noble lord, when he was under. the tuition of the 
Reverend — , who uled to call him his little 
chancellor, one day replied, that when he was fo he 
would give him a gocd living. One happening to fall 
ſoon aſter he was chancellor, he recollected his p' omiſr, 

and ordered the preſeritation to be filled up ſor his old 
maſter, who ſoon after came to his lordſhip, to remind him 
of his promiſe, and to aſk him for this living. Why, 
really, laid my lord, I uiſt you had come'a day ſooner, but 
I have given it away already, and when you ſee to whom, I dare 
fay you will not think me to blume; ſo putting the preſentation 


into his hands, nvinced him that he had not forgot his 
promiſe. 


A perſon not belonging to Merton College, put his 
horſe into a held thereunto. a pertaining ; being warned 
- of fo doing, and be taking no nctice thereof, the maſter 
of chat college ſent his man to him, bidding him ſay, if 
he continued his horſe there, he would cut off his tail. 
Say you fo? ſaid the parſon: Go tell ycur maſter, if he 

cats off my horſe's tail, I will cut off his ears. The ſervant 
returning, told his maſter what he ſaid; whereupon he was 
fent back to bring the perſon to him ; who appearing, ſaid 
the maſter, How now, Sir, what mean vou by that menace 
you'fent-me? Sir, ſaid the other, | threatened you not, 


for I only faid, if you cut Ul ny horſe's tail, ane off- 
lis ears. 


-Ayouth ſtanding by whilſt his father was at play ob- 
| ſerving him to loſe a deal of money, burſt into tears, 
His father aſked him the reaſon why he wept ? Oh, Sir, 
I bave heard that Alexander the Great wept when he 


heard 
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heard his father Philip had conquered a great many towns, 
cities, and countries, fearing-he would leave him nothing 


to win; but I weep the contrary way, fearing you will leave, 
me nothing to loſe. 


A rich citizen of London, in his will, left ſomething 


- eonfiderable to Chriſt's Hoſpital, but little or nothing toone 


of his extravagant ſons. At the ſuneral the Blue-coat boys 
were ordered, in acknowledgment of ſo great a gift, to ſing 
before the corpſe to the grave, As they marched along 


Cheapſide this extravagant ſor. led his mother, who, ob- 
ferving the boys made a reſt, he opened his pipes in ſuch a 


manner, that he was heard almoſt from one end of the. 
ſtreet to the other; and ſtill leading his mother, he con- 


tinued thus finging till a kinſman came to him, and ſtop- 


ping his mouth, a{ked him his reaſon for his ee 


indecent carriage. Why, couſin, ſaid he, the boys there at 


my father's death fing for ſomething, and uill not yow a me ſing 
for nothing 2 


A. bridegroom, the firſt night he was in bed with his 
bride, ſaid unto her, When I ſolicited your chaſtity, if you 
had condeſcended, I would never have made you my wife, 
for 1 did it only to try thee. Faith, ſaid the, I did ima- 


gine as much, but I had been cozened jo three or four tenie3 be- 
fore, and I @as refolved to be fouled no more. 


A Lord intending to take in great part of a common 
beloneing to a town, had agreed with the carpenter to 


have it railed in. My Lord, ſays he, it ſhall be done, 
aud think I can fave you ſome cha ges in the bulanels : 


For, fays he, do vou but get poſts, and I doubt not 
but all the neighbours round about will find you railing 


enough. 


A young Italian gentleman being led by * ity ide 
Holland, where having lived ſome time, converiin 
the moſt ingenious, was one day ſet upon by a Proteſtant 
miniſter, who would needs engage him in a controvenly . 
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about reli ian. The young gentleman knowing hirm- 


* 


— 
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ſelf too weak for the encounter, begged his pardon, 


and endeavoured to wave the diſcourſe; but the more he 
avoided it, the more hotly he was preſſed by the miniſter, 
whereupon the ycung Italian, in a very great paſſion, 
conjured him by all that is good, to let him alone in peace 
with his religion. For, ſaid he, I cannot embrace yours, 

In make me loſe my own, 1 will never male chꝛice of any 


A brave Dutch captain being commanded by his colonel 


to go on dangerous exploit againſt the French, with forces _ 


that were- unlikely to atchieve the enterprize, the captain 
adviſed the colonel to ſend but half ſo many men? Why 


fo, ſaid the colonel ? Becauſe, replied the captain, they are 
enouzh to be killed. 


A perſon of quality coming into the church, to the place 
where ſeveral of his anceſtors were buried : after he had 
ſaid much in their commendation, and praiſed them for 
* +Worthy men, Well, ſaid he, I am reſolved, if I live, to be 

(buried as near them as poſſible. = 


The Biſhop of D——— m had a flovenly cuſtom of 
Feeping one hand always in his breeches, and being one 


bg day to bring a bill into the Houſe of Peers, relating to a 


proviſion for officers. widows, he came with the papers 


an one hand, and the other, as uſual, in his breeches; and 


beginning to ſpeak, I have ſomething in my hand, my 
Lords, ſaid he, for the benefit of the officers widows, 
Upon which the Duke of Wharton immediately interrupt- 
ed him, aſked, In which hand, my Lord ? 


In conſequence of a great clamour made at Covent- 
Garden Theatre, on the evening of Edwin's benefit, on 


as was promiſed, Mr. Edwin came on the ſtage and 2ſ- 


fſured them, the gentleman that had undertaken it had 


broke 


- their being diſappointed of a Prologue to a new farce, 


- 
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5; broke bis word, having faithfully promiſed to ſend it. him 


that morning, which he had not done; and befides, good 
folks, cried a wag in the pit, conſider this is the firſt of 
April, therefore do not let us be out of humour at being 
made fools of, according to ancient cuſtom, 'This ſtroke 


{et the houſe in a roar, and the piece went on without any 
further interruption. 


One evening, in a riot at the ſtage door of Drury-lane, a 
performer wounded a young fellow (who had drawn his 
ſword upon him) lightly in the hand. The- ſpark pre- 
ſently after came into one of the green boxes, over the 
ſtage door — The play was Macbeth; and in the fine ſoli- 
loquy, where he ſees the imaginary dagger, the tragedian 
repeated and on thy blade are drops of reeking blood, The 
young fellow bawls out, Ay, reeking indeed what does your 
conſcience prick you ? you raſcal, that's my blood you drew juſt 
now. The actor giving him a ſevere {ide glance, replied, 


| juſt loud enough to be heard by him, Damm your blood, I 


ſay ; and then, without the leaſt heſitation, went on with 


the ſpeech, ſo that the major part of the audience ſcarce 
noticed the interruption, | 


A London rider, returning home from a long Journey, 
very much fatigued, went to ſleep at night without per- 
forming ſome duties, which his wife thought it — 
and indiſpenſable for him to go through. The nenxʒt 
morning, on going into the kitchen, he ſaw his boots burn- 
ing upon the fire, and his ſpurs broke, Upon enquiring 
into the cauſe, his wife replied, Why, my dear, bat 


occaſion have you for boots or ſpurs when you have left off 
riding ? | BE: | 


It is well known to thoſe who are in the habits of 
viſiting the treaſury, that the firſt lord's office is upon 
the firſt floor, that of the ſecretary of ſtate, at the top 
of the building, Towards the latter end of 198g, when 
bord North came into Mr. Fox's -adminiſtration, as 


ſecretary _ | 


04 
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ſecretary of ſtate, the firſt day he attended office, think · 
ing of his former ſituation, he was for turning into the old 
"apartments, No, my lord, fays a perfon with him, your 
preſent office is much hig cher up. Is it 10, ſays his loxd- 

thip, why then 1 find the truth of the old proverb, farther 
t and fare worſe; 


A merry fellow went to the celebrated Dr. Graham, and 
finding him within, begged to fpeak with him in the moſt 
private manner; the Doctor accordingly took him into a 
room ſecluded almoſt from light, and then begged him ts 
explain his caſe. The fellow urged on the Doctor the ut - 
molt fecreſy, ſaying, if it ſhould come by any means to his 
friend's ears, he ſhould be ruined, &c. The Doctor af 

' fared him of his taciturnity. Well, ſays the fellow, I 
bel eve, Doctor, you are the only man that can cure me. 
The Doctor replied, he had no doubt but, let his caſe: be 


ever ſo deſperate, he could effect a per ſect cure. The feb 
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lo then begged to deſcribe his diforder, which he did in 
the following manner: I have been a ſad raking dog, and 
o. Oh, ſays the Doctor, I underſtand you, I have made 
that diforder my conſtant ſtudy, as ſuch; can remove it 
in the moſt obſtinate cafes, Well, goes on the fellow, as I 
was coming up Fleet-ſtreet—yon picked up a lady, I fup- 
. poſe, ſays the Doctor. No, ſays the fellow, but ſeeing one 
ef your men giving bills away, I took one, and having 
- vecahon a little after to evacuate, I uſed one of your bills, 
5 = which proved ſo ſmall, that I befouled my fingers, there- 
= fore all I beg is, that you would print them on le paper, to 
9 like accidents in future. 
.& 


£ A Remale ſharper having looked out e pieces of 


filks at a mercer's facing the above celebrated Doctor's, 
After having a bill and receipt finiſhed, begged the man 
of the hop to ſend them over to the Doctor's in à few 
mingtes, and {he would there pay for them. The lady 
afterwards went to the Doctor's, whom ſhe begged to 
Wo _ and then accoſted him as follows, Han 
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Fhave a very near relation of mine, who has been a | 
great rake, and has thereby contracted a moſt vile diſorder, 


he is withal fo very modeſt, that he will not confeſs his diſ- 


order to any one, and indeed I] found it out by mere ac- | 


cident, I have by a ſtratagem of pretending you want 
ſilks, perſuaded him to viſit you, and hope you will inſiſt 
on knowing his diſorder ; and if you will effectually cure 
him, I will moſt thankfully repay the obligation. The 
doctor aſſured her he would comply with her requeſt}, and 
he did not doubt but he ſhould make a perfect cure of 
him. Thelady then retired, and going down ſtairs, met 
the man with the ſilks, which ſhe took from him, ſaying, 
Go to the Doctor who ts up fairs, and he will pay you for them. 
The miſunderſtanding that then muſt take place, is better 
conceived than expreſſed ; but no doubt when they came 
to perfetly underſtand each other, they muſt admire the 
ingenuity and the plan; The Doctor would laugh with 


reaſon, while the poor mercer would hardly know whether 
to laugh or cry, ; 


A couple of Iriſhmen, from the county, of Kilkenny, 
meeting together, one had got lately married, Arrah, 


ſays the firſt, and how d'ye, and ſo you are after. be- : 


ing married, Yes, faith, ſays the other, this eight weeks 
or two months. Ay, faith, ſays Patrick, twalh fery 
unkindly done of you, not to invite me to the wedding 
after it was over, that 1 might ha' been aſter throwing 


the ſtocking : well, now, and what ſort of a wife have 


you got? for, upon my ſhoul, I ſhall never recover my 


furpriſe, if you do not tell me, and what ſort of a family. 


you're after getting? Why, Patrick, ſays Conno, you know 
to be pye-balls. 


A country fellow overthrew a cart full of onions. * 4 


a pool of water, Ha, faid he, there wants nothing but ſalt and : 
oatmeal to make good porridge. Sd 3 


_- 
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[ am coal white, und ſhe is coal black, und all our famuly is ae 


. 
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Whilſt an ode of Cibber's was one day performing at 
court: Cibber being prelent, a popinjay of ſtate wanted to 
enter into converſation with him. Cibber cut him ſhort 
by ſaving, My dear Lord, be ſilent, I only naw want to hear 
my own nonſenſe. 


”- 


Lord Melcombe, whoſe Diary was publiſhed a ſew years 
Ance, to the diſgrace of his memory, as it proved him to be 
a mean, fluctuating, venal character, was, wherr his name. 
was plain Bubb, intended by the adminiſtration of that 
time to be ſent ambaſſador to Spain. While this matter 
was in contemplation, Lord Cheſterfield met bim, and 
touching upon the propoſed embaſſy, told Bubb, that he 
did not think him by any means fit to be the repreſenta» 
tive of the crown of England, at the Spaniſh Court. Bubb 
begged to know the ground of his objection. M hy, ſaid 
his lordſhip, your name is much too ſhort, — But b — bub) — 
do you think che Spaniards, a people who pride them- 
ſelves on their family honours, and the length of their 
titles, will ſuppoſe a man can poſſeſs any dignity or im- 
portance with a name of one Jyllabie ; and which is pro- 
Nounced in a ſecond? No, my friend, you mult not think 
bf Spain, unleſs you make ſome addition to your name. 
Bubb defired his lordſhip to ſay, what he would have him 
do, Lord Cheſterfield pauſing a moment, exclaimed, I 
have it—what do yau think of calling yourſelf Silly Bubb. 


A captain of a man of war, who had got a circle round 


bim, in one of the rooms at Bath, whom he was entertain- 
ing with ſome wonderful phænomenon which he had ſeen 
gt ſea; when, looking round, and perceiving a gentleman 


laugh, he grew angry, and ſaid, he did not believe him. 
"Why, faid+the gentleman, did you fee it? Yes, I did, an- 
were the captain. Well, if you ſaw it, ſaid the gentle- 
- rs Iwill believe, but I would not believe it iſ I had ſeen it 
e | | 
= uin. however, ſoon aſter returned the com- 
= plument; tor the gentleman waz ene of thoſe who ſhot 


* 
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with a long bow, or in other words, paid but little iel 
to truth, in his fallies of wit and humour; and having 


told a moſt confounded ſtory, the captain gave a hem; 
upon which the other made up to him; and ſo, captain, 
lays he, you won't believe this? Why, yes, ſays the Cap» 


tain, I will to oblige you ;—but I would not believe ſuch ano- 


ther lie for any man upon the face of the earth. 


A perſon deſcribing a ſnuff box he had ſeen, which was 
an Egyptian pebble ſet in pinchbeck, ſaid it was a FRG, D 
nipple ſet in ner gn | 


Lady Groſvenor being aſleep in her cloſet, with the Ad- 


ventures of Peregrine Pickle before her, her Lord happened 
- to ſtep in, and looking over the book without waking her, 


took the liberty to change it for the Practice of Piety, and 


ſo left her. When ſhe awaked ſhe preſently perceived the 


trick, and his lordſhip entering, while the book was yet in 


her hand, he took occaſion to compliment her on her lady- 
ſhip's reformation. Nay, nay, anſwered the lady, let our 


reformation go hand in hand, I beſeech you—when you, 


my Lord practiſe the Whole Duty of Man, then I will read wy 
Practice of Piety. 


When Swift was a young m4, and 1 no means GK | 


in the literary world, he happened to be ſtanding in a cares» 
leſs manner, with his back to the fire, at Old Slaughter's 
coffee-houſe ; a gentleman juſt oppofite to him, who was 
ſuperſcribing a letter, ſeeing a raw-boned awkward 


fellow rather engroſs the fire, calls out, Pray, young. man, 
have you got any ſand about you ? No, friend, ſays Swift, I 
I have got ſome gravel, and if you will give me your letter, 1 


will piſs upon it direcily. | " 


Jo comedians belonging to Cates? Thesen 84 


having a wager about which of them ſung the beſt, "they... 


5 > 7 to refer it to Dr. Arne, who undertook to be aps * 


'T 
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I 2 on this occaſion. A day was accordingly agreed 
on, and both the parties executed, to the beſt of their abi- 
lities, before him. As ſoon as they had finiſhed, the-doc» 

| tor proceeded to give jadgment-in the following manner : 
WAS tor you, Sir, addreffing himſelf to the firſt, you are bv 
"8 the worſt ſinger I ever heard in my life, Ah, ſaid 
ike other, exulting, I knew I ſhould win my wager. Stop, 
Vir, ſays the doctor, I have a word to ſay to you before you 


20, which is this, that as for you, Sir, you cannot ſing at 
all. 


A certain ſmatterer in letters, being one day at the 
Bedford coffee-houſe, took it into his head to abufe, with 
great freedom, all the modern literati, obſerving that 
there was very little wits humour, or learning in the pre- 

"Tent age. Some time after Dr. Hayes, well known by the 
name of Count Hayes, came into the room, when a gentle- 
mam was telling him how his friend had been abuſing the 
moderns. I have not the leaſt doubt of his ill nature, fays 


Hayes, ſo he would the ancients too, if he knew their 
& names. | 


When the Duke of Grafton was a boy, he lived very 
much with his aunt, the Counteſs of Harrington, and at 
this time of life, (though o very thin delicate conſtitu- 
tien) gave evident ſigns of an amorcus diſpoſition.— 
macho the reſt of his amours, he very warmly ſolicited 
my lady's woman, and one evening behaved ſo indecently 
0 her, that ſhe was under the neceſſity of complaining to 
berg dy. How is this, Sir, fays her ladyſhip, that you can 
ave ſo tude in my houſe ? Lord, madam, fays the other, 
tts teil you the truth, Nancy did look ſo charming, fleſh and 
bla could not refrain. Come, come, Charles, returned 
her ladyſbip, let me hear no more of ſuch doings in this 
bene: it may be an excuſe for fleth and blood, G1 
N uy cor be opt err and m_ - 
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A gentleman named Ball, being about to purchaſe - 
cornetcy in a regiment of horſe, was preſented to the Co- 
lonel for approbation, who, being a nobleman, declared he 
did not like the name, and would have no balls in his re- 
giment: No, nor powder neuher, ſaid the gentleman, if your 


lardflip could help it. 


. 
„ 
— — a-—__— 


A perſon in London, writing, or rather meaning to 
write to a friend in the country, to direct to him at the = 
Saracen's Head, Snowhill, or at Mr. Jocelyn's, an apo- 3 
thecary, under the Piazza, Covent Garden, wrote as fol! ⁴ 
lows: *©** Dyewreſt for me, at the Serjeant's Head, in | 


Sowwal, or at Mr. Jaw flings potty carrier, under the Fhha 
Common Garding.“ 


A certain Iriſh gentleman making ſtrong love to a 


great fortune, told her, he could not fleep for dreaming f 
her. 


When the Coterie was firſt eſtabliſhed, one of the gene- 
ral rules was, that two members, male or female, married 
or umnartried, made a club; one of the elderly ladies, not * 
ſo very Tcrupulous in private, was however, for making an 3 

- alteration in this rule, by intiſting on the number being 
three; for ſays ſhe, ſuppoſe a lady and a gentleman might 
happen to meet firſt, would it not be an awkward ſituation ? 
Not at all, madam, faid Lord Har g n, who happen» 


ed tobe preſent, for you know, a gentleman anda lady car 
readily meke a third. 


Upon an extraordinary occaſion, there was a ball at 
Wapping. The men concerned in it were made up of a 
crew of failors and colliers. The colliers, who came in 

laſt, obſerving the ſailors, contrary to their expectation, to 
be ſpruced up in their beſt cloaths, withdrew into another 
room to waſh their faces, and bruſt themſelves; when the. | 
head of the Calliery, who was more cunning than the reſt, 
ſaid to them, Look ye, lads, it is allfruitlels pains; it you | 
3 ui, 


id 
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— 
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will be ruled by me, let us go into the great room, and 


joſtle among the ſailors for their places; and I will engage, 


though we cannot make ourſelves as clean as they are, we Hall 


quickly make them as black as ourſelves. 


A woman having a croſs-grained huſband, hard to pleaſe, 
ſhe deſired him to write down what ſhe ſhould do, and 


- what ſhe ſhould not do, that ſhe might not err in her per- 
formance. This was done, and ſhe well obſerved her 


rules; when one day, going a mile or two to vilit a friend, 
the good man got light headed, and on his return home, he 
reeled into a ditch, calling to his wife to help him out. In- 
deed, huſband, ſaid ſhe, I remember no ſuch article in my 
orders; but I'll go home and ee, and if there be, I'll come 
and help you: or elſe you muſt get out as well as you can, 


fox I am reſolved not to break them. 


Once, as the Prince of Conde was paſſing on foot thro? 


a_towh in France, under his father's government, the 
Mer magiſtrate of the place, who was an old man, met 


Him. and began to make an oration with the beſt rhetoric 
he could. But the prince being in a frolicſome humour, 


took advantage of a very low congee the old gentleman 


made him. The magiſtrate not taking any notice of this 


wild prank, turned very gravely about, and addreſſed 


5 - himfelf with a new obeifance, but not ſo low as the for- 


mer. However, the nimble prince catched him upon the 
halt bend, and ſetting his hands upon the old monſieur's 


ſhoulders, whipt over again a ſecond time; whick quite 
ſpoiled his intended ſpeech, to the great diverſion of all the 


ipectators. 8 | 


3 8 
A conſtable, whoſe names. Volt heöng upon the watch, 
2 jolly fellow, who had fo lite Rhewledge of him, was 
brought before him; and the demanding where the con- 
table was, the other ſtrutting with his ſtaff, ſaid, I am he. 
You are Nott the conſtable, replied the other. Then ſaid 
= Mr: conſtable Nett, I ſay I am the conſtable, and that 200 

n | al 
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ſhall find, to your ſorrow, it you dare deny my authority 
once more. You do not hear me, replied the other, den 


"your authority; for I ſay, you are Nott the conſtable. Well, 


take him to the compter. And the next morning the 
Conſtable's ignorance appearing, in not knowing bis owns” 
name, when he heard it, he was ordered to pay the fees; 


and give the party he had committed a treat of a guinea, 
to be friends with him. 


During Lord Townſhend's 9 in Dublin, 2s vice- 
roy, he often went in diſguiſe thro' the city. He had heard 
much of the wit of a ſhoe-black, known by the name of 
blind Peter, whoſe ſtand was always at the Globe coffee- _ 
houſe door ; having found him out, he ſtopped to get his 
boots cleaned, who was no ſooner done than his lordſhi 
aſked Peter to give him change for half a guinea ? Half a 
guinea ! your honour, ſaid the ragged wit, change for half 
a guinea from me, by , Sir, you may as well aſk a Highs 
lander for a inee-backle, —His lordſhip was ſo well plealets 


that he left him the bit of gold and walked off. 


The firſt night the pantomime of Fortunatus was per- 
formed laſt ſeaſon, at Drury-lane Theatre, a player ,was 
placed at the wing to go on and relieve one of the petrified 
figures that appear in ſucceſſion in that piece. Go on! 
go! ſaid the Prompter, when it came to his turn, tis not 


my turn yet, ſaid the fellow, I am not to go on till Mr. 
Grimaldi is putrified. 


The day before Miſs Satchell was married, ſhe was in 
company where. the merit of the great Kemble was the 
topic ; a lady turned to Miſs Satchell and aſked her, with 
a ſignificant ſmile, which was the great Kemble ? Upon 
my word, ſaid the young lady, with a deep bluſh, I can- 


not now inform you. In a day or two after the nuptiala, 


the lady paid her a viſit of congratulation, and aſked her if 
the great Kemble had been to viſit her? Viſit me! viſit 


me! ſaid the pretty bride, Lord, my dear, I am in poſſeſſion 
The 


| of the great Kemble ? 


( 4 ) 


The late Dr. Howard, of pleaſant memory, collecting 2 
brief with the pariſh officers of St. George's, Southwark, 
where he had been many years rector, called among the 
reſt of the inhabitants, on a grocer, with whom he had a 
- Fanning account; to prevent being firſt aſked for a ſettle- 


ment, enquiring it he was not ſome trifle in his debt. On 


referring to the ledger there appeared a balance of 178. in 
favour of the tradeſman ; the doctor had recourſe to his 
pocket, and pulling out ſome halt-pence, a little filver and 
# guinea, Mr. Fig, eyeing the latter with a degree of ſur- 
priſe, exclaimed, , Good God, Sir, you ſeem to have got a 
ſtranger there? Indeed I have Mr. Fig, replied the wit, re- 
turning it again very d-liberately into his pocket, and before 
we part we all be better acquainted, 


The following anecdote has been related by an Ame- 
rican gentleman, and may be depended on as a fact.— 
When the Britiſh and American armies were near each 
other, in the neighbourhood of German Town, five Heſſian 
ſoldiers, who had ſtraggled into the woods, and loſt their 
way, were met by an Iriſhman, who was a private in 
Waſhington's army : he immediately preſentea his piece, 
and defired then to ſurrender ; they fuppoling that he was 
ſupported by a party of the enemy, did as he directed, and 
threw down their arms. He then marched them before 
bim to the American lines, and brought them to head 


quarters, General Wafhington wondered at the ſpirit and 


Achievement of the fellow, aſked him, how he, a ſingle 


man, could capture five? Why, ſays the Iriſhman, pleaſe. 


your Excellency, by -Fafus, I ſurrounded them! — The General, 
wha.was feldom known even to ſinile, laughed heartily at 
che bull, gave him a ſum of money, and promoted him to 
# halbert. | | 


An Engliſhman and Dutchman diſputing about the 
E -- goodneſs of their different countries; fays the Dutchman 


your country thinks of nothing but guttling, and even the 
Mes of your places have a reference to it, you have your 
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Portſmouths, your Dartmouths, ycur Exmouths; and you 
are all mouths together Ay, replies the Engliſhman, and 
yon have your Amſterdams, and your Rotlerdams, and G 
d—— you all together, ſay J. | nf 

The D. 1. O. of lady Wallace, was a joke in circulation 
ſome time ago at Bath- A filly cuſtom: took place _ 


- - the affected people of faſhion who frequented that place, o 


uling initials in their cards, inſtead of intelligible words. 
The card left on taking leave of the place was P. P. G. 
which turned into language, was Pour prendre conge—A 
plain Engliſhman, to ridicule this affectation, leſt a card at 
every houſe where he had vifited with the letters D. I. O. 


which engaged the curioſity, and exerciſe] the penettatĩon 


of the tabbies at the tea table for a week, when the gentle 
man, in a letter to a friend, condeſcended to tell thera its 


meaning, viz. Damme Þ am off. 


Madam Rollan, who lately died at Paris, was a princi- 


pal dancer, at Covent- Garden, as far back as fifty years 


paſt, when ſhe was held in that public eſteem, that having 


one day ſprained her ancle, no leſs an actor than Quin was 


ordered by the managers to make an apology to the audi- 
ence, for her not appearing in the dance. Quin, who, if 
addition to his averſion of the French, looked upon all. 
dancers as the mere garniſh of the ſtave, at firſt demurred, 


| but being threatened with a forſeiture, he zrowtingly 


came. forward, and in a courſe way, thus addreſſed _— 


audience, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
J am defired by the manager to inform you, that 
the dance intended for this night, is obliged to be poſtponed 


on account of Mademoiſelle Rollan having diſlocated her 


ancle, I wih it had been her neck, the B—— damme. * 


Macklin being aſked by a gentleman in the boxes, what 


ſort of a dancer Madam Rollan was ? he replied, Why, | 
dir, about half a century ago we had nothing lile her, < 


Mr. 


642) | 

Mr. Palmer going home after the buſineſs of the Thea- 
tre was concluded one evening, ſaw a man lying upon the 
ground, with another upon him, beating him moſt vio- 
ſently. Upon this he remonſtrated with the uppermoſt, 

telling him that his conduct was unfair, and that he ought 
to Tet his opponent get up, and have an equal chance with 
him. The fellow drolly turned his face to Mr. Palmer, 
and drily replied, ** Faith, Sir, if you had been at as much 


trouble to get him down as I have, you would not be for 
letting him get up fo readily.” £2 5 


When the celebrated Miſs Catley was making one of 
her annual excurſions to Ireland, in company with ſome 
of her brethren and ſiſters of the ſtage, the weather was ſo 
bad in going from Holyhead to Dublin, that moſt of the 
3 Kept in the cabbin. Juſt as they were entering 
ublin-bay, a heavy ſea laid the veſſel down, after ſweep- 
ing every thing from the deck. A well-known maſter of 
-mulic popping his head up to enquire what was the mat- 
ter; Catley anſwered him, Oh, Sir, it is only water parted 
from the Sea in a forte ſtrain, 


A phyſician, who lived in London, viſited a lady who 
lived at Chelſea ; after continuing his vifits ſor ſome time, 
the lady expreſſed an apprehenſion, that it might be in- 
convenient for him to come ſo far on her account—Oh, 
"madam, replied the doctor, I have another patient in this 
neighbourhood, and by that means, you know, I kill tus 
birds with one ſtone. 
Alexander the Great, ſeeing Diogenes, who was looking 
attentively at a large collection of human bones, piled 
one upon another, aſked the philoſopher what he was look- 
ing for ? ] am ſearching, /ays Diogenes, for the bones of your 
father, but I cannot diſtinguiſh them from thoſe of his ſlaves. 


A poor player having lent one of his comrades a ſmall 
matter, ſpoke to him one night behind the ſcenes, in Co- 
1 vent 
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vent Garden Theatre. By G-—, Tom, thoſe twe 


guineas J lent vou ought to be paid me; you know Iam 
in great diſtreſs, Do not talk to me about it, ſaid the 
other, by heavens, within this week I will take care to pax 
you in ſome ſhape or other. You will oblige me, replied the 
creditor, and pray let it be as muck in the ſhape tuo guineas as 


poſſible, 


An extravagant young fellow, who was very forward to 
ſpend his money, though he could but ill afford it, being 
one evening in coinpany in a public houſe where it was 
propoſed to ſpend {ix-pence a piece; the young ſpendthriſt. 
not contented with this rea ſonable expence, inſiſted that ĩt 


- ſhould be a ſhillipg ; ſaying he knew no difference between a 


ſhilling and ſix-pence. To which a fly old economiſt replied, 
But you will, young gentleman, when you come to be worth but 
eighteen-pence. | : 


Beau Naſh took a hack one night at Temple Bar, and 
bade the man drive to Berkley-ſquare. The fellow, who 
had been wiſhing for the uſual time of his going home, 
ſwore, as he was mounting the box, that he ſhould be glad 
to drive his fare to hell. Do you conſider, ſaid Naſh, when 
they were come to Berkley-ſquare, that if you had driven 
me to hell, as you ſaid juſt now, you ſhould be glad to do, 
you muſt have gone there yourſelf. — You miſtake, Sir, replied 
the fellow, for I ſhould "028 backed you in. | 


A certain Lord Chancellor of a neighbouring kingdom, 
was no better than the fon of an alewiſe. While he was in 
this high ſtation, a countryman, who held a conſiderable 


farm under him, came one day to pay him a large ſum. ſr - 


rent. Dinner was juſt over, and my Lord was drinking a 
bottle with ſome gueſts of quality; knowing his tenant, 
though a ruſtic, to be a man of ſome vanity, he thought he 
ſhould gratify that, in a high degree, by admitting him into 
the dining room, and therefore, with an apology, begged 
his company's permiſſion for ſo doing. He was according» 


ly 


( 44 ) 


Iy introduced, and, after a few ſcrapes; ſeated himſelf mo- 
deſtly enough at an end of the ſide-board. A few compli- 
mental queltions being over, about his health, and that of 
his good wife and children, my lord told him, there were 
variety of liquors; but that, as he ſuppoted, wine (being 
unuſed to it) might not be altogether ſuitable to his palate, 
the butler ſhould fill him a bumper of good October. The 
Farmer had ſenſe envugh to take this degradation of his 
taſte for an affront, and was reſolved” to revenge it, He 
. drank the beer, and, when it was down, ſmacked his lips, 
us if he was highly pleaſed. My lord fancymg that to be 
the cafe, merrily \ſked him how he liked it? Why, realty, 
replied the arch rogue, I cannot ſay but that it is very 
good; and yet, by my faith, I think that I have drank better at 
. your mother s, the Crooked Billet, formerly, jor two-pence per 
art | 


Too gentlemen, who were near neighbours and inti- 
mates, lived very happily many years with their reſpective 
wives. At length one of the huſband's dying, and like- 
wiſe the wife of his friend, the two ſurvivors, after a cer- 
tain; time, thought proper to make a match. But, though 
eacly of theſe had been very happy in a former marriage, 
they were now quite otherwiſe, and there was no agree- 
ment between them. The huſband opening himſelf here- 
upon to one of his acquaintances, I cannot conceive, ſaid 
he, how it is; I was very happy with my firſt wife; fo was 
my preſent wife with her former huſband ; and yet we two 
cannot agree by any means: but there are everlaſting 
ſquabbles between us. Tis very ſtrange.— Not fo ſtrange 
as you ſeem to think it, ſaid his aequaintance, 1 can ex- 
plain it very eafily. Of you four perſons, you two huſ- 
bands with your two wives, there were to that were wiſe, 
and two that were foolih, The two wiſe ones were taken away, 
#1d tile to fools are left alive. RES: oc ab 
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Some time agn, Mr. Wilkes, dinining at Dolly's Chop- 
houſe, met with one of the aldermen ; who, tho' againſt 
him in the city, he very civily accoſted. To which the 
other made as ſurly and churliſh a reply. However, 
Wilkes took no further notice, than tipping a wink to his 
companion. Preſently the alderman began to. be ver; 
riotous for his dinner, frequently calling out, M;.fteak, my 
Heal, my fleak” which at length was brought him : then 
Wilkes, turning to his next neighbour, ſaid, pretty loud, 
Pray, Sir, obferve the difference between Dolly 8 Chop- 
houſe and the Bear-garden. There the bear is bruught tothe 


ſtake ; here the ſteak is brought to tie bear. 


An Oxford ſcholar, who piqued himſelf upon being a 
wag, was actoſted on the road to London, by a perſon 
who aſked him which was the neareſt way to T'ybur: ? 
Why, replied the Oxontan, the neareſt way you can take, is to 
flop the firſt perſon you meet, and demand his money Are you 
fure of that ? replied the traveller, then drawing a piſtol 
out of his pocket, as I am for expedition, your money this in- 


ſtant, The wag ſubmitted to his demand, and paid fix 
guineas for his joke. 


Quin, having had an invitation from a certain noble- 
man, who was Teputed to keep a very elegant table, to 
dine with him; and having no manner of averſion to a 
good repaſt, he accordingly waited on his lordſhip, but 
found the regale far from anſwering his expectations — 
Upon his taking leave, the ſervants, who were very nu- 
merous, h:d 1anged themſelves in the hall. Quin finding 
that if he gave to each of them, it would amount to a 
pretty large ſum, aſked, Which was the cook ? wha zeadi- 
ly anſwered, Me, Sir. He then enquired. fr the butler, 
who was as quick in replying as the other; when he ſaid to 
thepfirſt, Here is half a craum for my eeting: and to the 
other, Here is five H illings for my vine; but, by Gr — , gentle- 
men, I never ns ſo bad a dinner for the money in my WET 4 


A pun- 
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A punſter going along the Strand, when a great mob 
of ſpectators was gathering to ſee a malefaRor paſs to his 
execution at Charing-crols, aſked a genteel perſon, who was 
ſanding 1n the crowd, What was the name of the fellow 
going to behanged ? He anſwered, one Vowel /—Ah ! ſaid 

the querieſt, Do you know which of th m it is, Sir, for there are 

ſeveral of that name? No, returned the other, I do not. 

Well, ſaid the wag, this however is certain, and I am very 
glad of it, that it is neither Unor J. 


Pope, who, whatever his other good qualities might be, 
certainly was not much troubled with good nature, was 
one evening at Burton's coffee-houſe, where he and a ſet 
of literati had got poring over a manuſcript of the Greek 
comic poet Ariſtophanes, in which they found a paſſage they 
could not comprehend. As they talked pretty loud, a 
young officer, who ſtood by the fire, heard their conference, 
and begged that he might be permitted to look at the paſ- 
fage.— Oh! ſays Pope, ſarcaſtically, by all means, pray let the 
young man look at it ; upon which the officer took up the 
book, and conſidering a while, ſaid, that there only wanted a 
note of interrogation to make the whole - intelligible, which 
was really the caſe. And pray maſter, ſays Pope (piqued 
perhaps at being out done by a red coat) what is a note of 
_ mterrogation ?— A note ot interrogation (replied the youth, 
with a look of the utmoſt contempt, is a little crooked thing 
that aſks queſtiens / "Tis ſaid, however, that Pope was 
fo delighted with the wit, that he forgave the ſarcaſm on 
his perſon. A 


An Engliſhman and a Welchman diſputing in whoſe 
country was the beſt living. Said the Weichman, there is 
ſuch noble houſekeeping in Wales, that J have known 
abont a dozen cooks employed at one wedding dinner, Ay, 
an{wered the Engliſhman, that was becauſe every man toaſted 

tus own cheeſe, - EY”! DS N 
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When it was reported that Dr. Ford, one of the Paten 
tees of Drury-lane, had ſuſtained a conſiderable loſs by not 
ſucceeding in opening a coal pit, near Oxford, a certain 
genius at the Bedford, ſaid, he muſt certainly be very ava- 
ricious, or elſe he might content himſelf with the opening 
of the pit in Drury-lane, which was ſuperior m value to 
any coal: pit in England; and with reſpect to the vein he 
ſhould endeavour to diſcover, it was the true vein of hu- 
mour, ſuited to the taſte of the town. 


A young lady aſked a widow her opinion of matrimony, 
Oh, madam, anſwered ſhe, it would be a heavenly life, if 
the firſt night would laſt always. 


A great crowd being gathered about a poor cobler, who 
had juſt died in the ſtrect, a man aſked. Alexander 
Stevens what was to be ſeen? Only a cobler's end, replied 


he. 


A ſmart fellow, thinking to ſhew his wit one night at a 
tavern, called to the drawer. Here, Mercury, ſaid he, 


take away this bottle full of emptineſs. Said oneof company, 
Do you jpeai that, Jack, of your own head. 


Quin, one day, aſter a pretty long walk, dropt into a 
chop-houſe not far from Somerſet-Houſe, and aſking the 
miſtreſs what ſhe had ready, ſhe replied, that there was 
ſome nice veal a-la-daube quite hot. Well then, ſaid he, 
let me have ſome daubed veal, I think you call it. A plate 
was accordingly brought him, which he preſently diſpatch- 
ed, and had another; this was gone in a trice, and he had 
a fourth, fifth, and ſixth, which might perhaps altogether 
weigh about three quarters of a pound. Upon enquiring 
what was to pay, the miſtreſs told him twelve killings. By 
G——, madam, it muſt be a miſtake ; how do you. ſell 
your daubs. a pound ? Sir, ſhe replied, rather pertly, we 


do not ſell it by the pound! No, ſaid he, I find you do 
not; but, by G, you ſell it at half a crown an ounce. 
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dome ladies in the green room, whoſe legs were remark- 
- ably pretty, and as ſuch diſplayed tbem by ſhort pet- 
ticozts, were mentioning an excurſion and emtertaiument 
they had at Richmond - that there were not proper vege- 
tables: ſome liked peas —ſome liked cauliflowers at lat 
it came to Guick's: for my part, ſays Jack, ladies in your 
eompany ſhould have been contented with turn ups, 


<- * 9 . 


An officer of a diſbanded regiment applying to the pay- 
maſter of the forces for his arrears, told him, that he was 
in the moſt extreme want, and on the point of dying with 

hunger. The treaſurer, ſeeing him of a jovial and ruddy 
aſpect, told him that his countenance belied his com- 
plaint. Good, my lord, replied the officer, for heaven's 
{ake do not miſtake ; the viſage you ſee is not mine, but my. 
landlady's, fer Jhe has fed me on credit for above twelve months. 


Jjemmy Whitley having once been abſent from company 
about a week, hunting Fr a town, on his return, he was re- 
ſolved to watch the motions of his gentl?men. Accordingly, 
Wrapping his great coat loofely round him, to paſs the _ 
door-keeper unobſerved; he paid down, his money, and 
laced. himſelf in a corner of the pit. The play was 1% 
Richard the Third. The performers not being very ac- al 
Curate in their parts, he, with a pocket book and pencil, ſet El 
down each blun leg upon paper, in order that, when Saturday 
morning came, he might ſtop the forfeits of their ſalaries, 
He frequently expreſſed his diſapprobation, by diſtorting 
bis malcles, in a fort of tragi-come grin, at every blunder 
that was made At length comes on the cataſtrophe, when 
E. the herces, Richmond and Richard, were deterrmmied to furs 
2A priſe the audience with a good fight. Accordingly, to it 
they fell—the one with an old broad ſword and the other 
Witz a ruſty fot—and kicking up a terrible riot, this ſham 
| Poke had the defired effect, inſomuch that a lady, knows 
ang Whitley, exclaimed, For heaven's ſake, Mr. Whit- 
ey, ſtop the gentlemen, r they will murder one another”? 
-- The. manager dei ere, Do not frighten your- 
felt, madam, - they d intent upon murdering the play 
b hurt themſelves, N 
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A gentleman, whoſe. father had been robbed of a: eos 
Nnderable quantity of plate, dined with the ſon of a wealthy 
man, ſuppoſed to have been a receiver. A large ſilver 


tureen was brought to the table without a cover. Iam 
admiring your tureen, ſaid the gueſt to his hoſt, mot ſo 


much for its taſhion or value, but from the extraordinary 


circumſtance, that a cover 1 have got at home will exattly 


Ir it. 


A quaker being examined by a judicious counſel, as he 
was retiring, another counſel on the ſame {ide aſked 
him à queſtion which he did not chuſe to anſwer; I 


have told all I know to the counſel, faid the quaker, I 


am counſel alſo, anſwered the barriſter. Thou may'ſt be 
counſel alſo, replied the quakzr, but thou art not counſel 
likewiſe. ? , | 

A man indicted at the commiſſion of oyer and terminer, 
for a rape, ſet up for his defence, that the proſecutrix 
- Having frequently come to his garden to ſteal beans, he 
told her, if evei ſhe came again ſhe ſhould not return 
without a green gown ; and this he proved by à witnels, 


On being acquitted, Mr. Howard, a barriſter, remarkable 
for his humour, ſaid to hi, my friend, you have taken 
_ __ very good method to ſaus* ur bacon, but a very Lad method 


| to ſve your beans, 1 * 
Charles Banniſter, on a a Aipute on the ws 
of his own voice and that of Reinhold's, obſerved to the diſ- 


putants.— L aſſure you, gentlemen, my friend Reinhold has 


the advantage; hs notes being not only ſofter, but much * 
- acceptable than mine. 


# 


A judge ſuſpected of bes checked his clerk for having - 
a dirty face, I plead guilty, * d, {aid the clerk, * * 


ac EY are clean, __ | ( 
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Not long ſince an Alderman gave at a city feaſt for his 


toaſt, an increaſe to trade, — Bravo! exclaimed an under- 
taker, a green Chriſtmas makes a fat church-yerd. 


After the performante of Love in a Village, Ban- 
wiſter obſerved, =_ Mrs. Wilſon's Madge was her beit 


A gentleman farmer, obſerving to one of his threſhers, 

That he had been informed another farmer's labourer had 

threſhed out a load of corn between fun and ſun; the 

. ruſtic replied, then, meuſter, it muſt have been one if Joſhus 3 
days, when he commanded the zun to ſtond ſtill. 


A reſpectable City Merchant, but pla in both in manners 
and drels, having ſome buſineſs lately at the weſt end of 
the town, ſtepped into a coffee - houſe in the Mall to refreſh 
himſelf; among the company in the room were a couple 
of Weſtminſter Jemmies, who occupied the fire by roaſting 
their more ignohle part, in the attitude ſo excellently re- 
preſented in the hamourous French print of the Engliſh 
re fide — inclined to roaſt alſo the merchant, one of them 
aimed, Smoke the cit : the merchant took not the leaſt 
""ntice, but read his newſpap@with great compoſure this 
"enconraged the Jemmies ta bach him wh, Any news, 
Mr. Quidnunc ?—Tes, fir, "was "reading an advertiſement of 
, treo ſtrayed puppies, pe faq; Nane . you can giue 
72 account of them. "> 


A bumurous affair pp rtug the Loggerfhall 
election; a country dealer having occaſion to go that 
way, and obſerving ſeveral coaches preparing to Tet off 
_ with. ſome of the voters from this city, ſtepped into one of 
them, and unnoticed partosk of all the good things attend- 
Ant on the journey; when he finally allighted at the place 
of deſtination, one of the agents aþſerving Him to be with- 
out a Tibband, very civally alked Nen to accept of a favor— 


ga fir, replied the ether, I am very well * 5 5 the 
os 
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Pleaſe I may take your mill, turn you out, and not 


* 
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Favors I have already received; and as I am not qualified to re- 


turn you the favor of a vote, I cannot think of accepting any 


During the King of Pruſha's laſt painful illneſs, that 
eminent phyſician, Dr. Zimmermarn, of Hanover, attend - 
ed him. One day, when he waited upon his Majeſty, the 
King ſaid to him, —You have, Sir, I fuppoſe, helped many 


into another world. — Not ſo many, replied Zimmermam, @s 


your Majeſty, nor with ſo much honour to myſelf. 
While the King of Pruſſia was laying out his garden at 


Vans Souci, a mill was in his way, and he ordered the mil- 


ler to be treated with for the purchaſe of it. The miller 
was very loth to fell his mill, and the King offered to build. 
him another in any part of the country he ſhould chuſe. 
But all was in vain ; the miller would not part with the 
old family mill. Don't you know, ſaid the King, that F 
| pay you ur 
thing for it? — Aye, replied the miller, that you might, if 
there was no fuck thing as a ſupreme court of juſtice at Berlin. 
The King laughed heartily, left him his mill, and altered 
che whole plan of his garden. 1 


The King once rang the bell in his cabinet; but as not 
body anſwered, he opened the door of the anti- chamber, 


and found his page faſt aſleep upon a chair. He went up 


to wake him; but coming nearer, he obſerved a paper 


in his pocket, upon which ſomething was written. This 


excited his curioſity. He pulled it out, and found that 
it was a letter from the page's mother, the contents oft 
which were nearly as follows: — She returned her fon 
many thanks for the money he had ſaved out of his ſa- 
lary, and had ſent to her, which had proved a'very timely 
afiſtance, God would certainly reward him for it: 


and if he continued to ſerve God and his king faith» 


fully and conſcientiouſly, he could not fail of fucceſs 
and proſperity in this . reading this, the 
| | 5 5M 
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King ſtept ſoftly into his cloſet, fetched a roulenu of” 
ducats, and put it, with the letter, into the page's pock- 
et. He then rang ſo long, till the page awoke and came 
into the cloſet. * Tu have been aſleep, I ſuppoſe,” faid 
the King. The page could not deny it? ſtammered 
out an excuſe; put, in his embarraſſment, his hand 
into his pocket, and ſelt the rouleau of ducats. He im- 
mediately pulled it out, turned pale, and looked at 
the King with tears in his eyes. What's the matter 
. with you? ſaid the King, Oh.” replied the page, Som body 
Sas contr. ved my ruin: I know nothing of this money, —W hat 
God s. ots, returned the King, he beſtows in fleep. Send 
"the money to your mother; give my reſhects to her, and inform 
ger, that I will take care both of her and yon. 


A ſhort time before the King's death, a good appoint- 


ment had been given to a-Subaltern-in his, army. The 


> * behaved 


Warrant was, as uſual, laid before the King for his ap- 

probation and ſignature ; but, inſtead of figning it, he 
drew under it a man hanging upon a gallows; having re- 
Leolle&ted forme particular occurrence in which he had 
improperly, and rendered himſelf unwortby 
bf promotion f 


A celebrated Chief Juſtice being on the midland cir- 
- cuit, a Mr. Shirley, of the county of Leiceſter, was 
brought before him, charged with having committed a 
rape on the body of one of his tenant's daughter's ; the 

judge was remarkable for poſſeſſing an uncommon ſhare of 
- delicacy, and therefore, on the day preceding that of the 

intended trial, ordered the crier of the court to give no- 
- tice; that it would come on the next morning at ſeven 
»o'clock ; thereby truſting that the female ſex would abſent 
- themſelves on ſuch an occaſion : inſtead of which the 
ladies came pouring in numbers into the court by fix - 
o'clock: at length the judge having heard all that the 


itnelſes had to ſay in ſupport of the charge, delired the 
priſoner would enter upon his defence. Mr. Shirley 


therefore 


ap 
4 


n 


rhereſore informed the court, that as he was one evening 
walking over the ground, he eſpied his proſecutrix carry 
away a bundle of faggots from a pile that belonged to 
him, and obſerving that ſhe was a handſome girl, he 
jocoſely told her, If ever he caugſit her repeating the tranſ- 
greſſon, he would aſſuredly repay himſelf in a way moſt agree- 
able to his wiſhes. Bulineſs calling him the next day to 
town, he was abſent about a fortnight, and on his return. 
home, one of his ſervants deſited to know whether he had 
given permiſſion to a young woman to carry away ſaggots 
from ſuch a pile, for that ſhe had done it every evening 
-. fince bis departure; it immediately recurred to him, that 
it muſt be the girl he had ſeen before; and abaut the ſame 
hour he repaired to the old ſpot, where he had not waited 
long, before ſhe made her appearance : to be brief, he 
jocularly defired the gul to make perſonal reſtitution, which, 
without heſitation or reluctance, ſhe complied with ; Mr. 
Shirley, in ſhort, was honourably acquitted ; but before 
he departed the court, the judge deſired to give bim one 
piece of advice; If, ſays his lordſhip, you ould ever nd 
woman ſtealing your faggots again, do not threaten her with ſuck 
a puniſkment, for if you do, believe me, that the ludies in the 
gallery will not leave you a ſtick in your kedge. . 


Lord Peterborough, when a young man, and. about 

the time of the Revolution, had a paſſion for a lady 
_ who was fond of birds. Sl had ſeen and heard a fine 
canary bird at a coffee-houſe near Charing-croſs, and en- 
treated him to get it for her. The owner of it was 2 
widow, and Lord Peterborough offered to buy it at a great 
price, which ſhe refuſed. Finding there was no other way 
of coming at the bird, he determined to change it; and 
getting one of the ſame colour, with nearly the fame 
marks, but which happened to be a hen, he went to the 

houſe. The miſtreſs of it uſually ſat in a room behind 
the bar, to which he had eaſy acceſs. - Contriving to ſend 
her out of the way, he effected his purpoſe ; and upon her 
return, took his leave. He continued to frequent the 


D'3-: houſe, 
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houſe, to avoid ſuſpicion ; but forbore ſaying any thing 
of the bird, till about two years after ; when, taking oc- 


da ſion to {peak of it, he ſaid to the woman, I would have 


bought that bird of you, and you refuſed my money for it, 
dare jay you are by this time ſorry for it. —Indeed Sir, 
anſwered the woman, I am not; nor would. I take any 


„ Jum for him; for, would you believe it? from_the time that 
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eur good King was forced to go abroad and leave us, the 
dear creature has not ſung a note. 


„Sam. Foote was invited to a convivial meeting at 
the houſe of the late Sir Francis Blake Delaval. Lord 
Sandwich was one of the gueſts upon the fame occa» 
Gon. When the Comedian entered, the peer exclaimed, 
ow are you flill alive ?—Ves, my Lord, replied Foote, 
Pray, Sam, retorted his lordſhip, hich do you think will 
happen. to you firſt, the experience of a certain diſeaſe, or an 
intingte acquaintance with the gallows ?— Why, rejoined the 
comedian, that depends upon circumſtances, and they aretheſe, 


whether I prefer embracing your lordſhip's miſtreſs, or your 


A young ſellow, who had more fortune than wit, 


being at dinner, at the bouſe of a gentleman of dif- 


tin&ion, a young lady that was there was taken with 
z. fainting fit, and while gery body haſtened to ber 


E- aſblance, ſome. with. ſmell ng bottles, and ſome with 


E 


* 


other. helps, proper on ſuch, occaſion; ſays the ſpark, 
with a ſncer, There is no great danger, I ſuppoſe it only 


'@ breeding qualm ; Sir, lays a gentleman that fat near 


hikes, a ſevere tone cf voice, The lady is @ ſiſter of 


* wine, and has been a widow theſe two years — Pardon me, 


-.. Feplied the ſpark, who did not extzemely like his looks, 


* 
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und was willing to palliate the offence, ſhe looks ſo young _ 


und innocent, that [took her for a maid. 
EG. Som 
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Some gentlemen coming out of a tavern pretiy merry, 


a link boy exied, Have a light, gentlemen ? — LightYour ſelf to 


the devil; you dag, ſays one of the company, —Bleſs you, 
maſter, replied the boy, I can find the way in the dar; ſhall 
[light your konour there 2 Ks | 


A gentleman riding through a river, which he ſup⸗ 
poſed deep, bid his ſervant go before. But he, to ſhew 


his politeneſs, replied, I never will be guilty of ſo much. ill. 


manners; pray, fir, do yeu croſs over firſt, 


Aman having a ſcolding wife, be ſwore he would 


drown himſelf; ſhe followed him, and deſired him to 
forbear, at leaſt to let her ſpeak with him. Speak 


daun yourſelf, pray take my councel,. to go. into a deep- 
Mace, for it will. grieve my heart to ſee. you @ lang ting 


tors never take any money. one of another. 


As a. thief was going to the gallows out of the. town, 
near Norwich, many boys ran to Tee the execution; 


which he ſeeing, called to them, faying, Boys, you: 
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N then, ſays he. Pray, huſband, if you will needs _ 
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weed not make ſo much haſte, for there will be no ſport 
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A yvauße bride undreſſing herſelf: unwillively, and 


crying, Well, child, fays' her mother, 1 wiſh 1 were to 
take thy place to _ 


- An old lady meeting A Cambridge e aſked him, - 


how her nephew bebaved himſelf ? Truly, madam, ſays 
he, he is a brave fellow, and ſticks cloſe to Catherine 


„Hall, (the name of a college there.) I vow; ſaid ſhe, 


1 feared as much; he had Sy a hankering ere the 
-wenches from a boy /! 

den wan ſaying in company, that he had ne- 
ver ſeen an ear of rye in his wk a 


A young lady 


thes preſent, whoſe name was Miſs Rye, ſaid, at the 


fame time ſhewing him one of her ears, Here, lir, 


is an ear of Rye, which, if you pleafe, you may be- 


hold. The gentleman immediately caught hold of her 
ear, and gave her a pinch, Now, madam, ſaid he, 
* have a wry face 100. 


A diſpute having long ſubſiſted in a e fa- 
mily, between the maid and the coachman, about 
"Fetching the cream for breakfaſt; the gentleman one 
morning called them both before him, that he might 
hear what they had to ſay, and decide accordingly. 
The maid pleaded, that the coachman_ was lounging 


-— about the kitchen the beſt part of the morning, yet 


> he. was ſo ill-natured, he would not fetch the cream 


for her; notwithſtanding he ſaw ſhe had ſo much to 


do, that ſhe had not a moment to ſpare, The coach» 
man alledged, it was none of his buſineſs. N. 


Well, faid the maſter; but pray, what do you call 


your. buſineſs? To take care of the horſes, and clean 


= and drive. the coach, replied Jehu. You ſay right, 
8 S anſwered the meſter, "a 
= more than I hired you for; but this I inſiſt on, that 


I do not expect you to do 


RD ming before ens 508 get the coach ready, ob 
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drive the- maid io the farmer's for milk: and J hope you 
will allow that to be part of your buſineſs. 


A gentleman having a rundlet of ſack in his houſe, © 
a friend of his coming to viſit him, he invited him 
down into the cellar to taſte his ſack ; where, ſaid he, 
for want of another cup, I have an excellent Cain to 
drink out of. No, I thank you, Sir, ſaid the other 
for I know, then I ſhall not be Able to come up 
again. we, \ 1 SON ee 


A notorious thief being to be tried for his life, con- 
feſſed the robbery he was charged with. The judge 
hereupon directed the jury to find him guilty, upon 
his. own confeſſion, The jury having laid their heads 
together, brought him in not guilty, The judge bid 
them conſider of it again; but ſtill they brought. in 
their verdict, not guilty. The judge aſked them the 
reaſon ; the foreman replied, there is reaſon enough, 
for we all know kim to be one of the greateſt liars in the 
world, 1 


Dr. King, late Archbiſhop of Dublin, Raving invi- 
ted ſeveral perſons of diſtinction to dine with him, 
had, among à great variety of diſhes, a fine leg g 
mutton and caper-ſauce; but the doctor, who was not 
fond of butter, and remarkable for preferring a tren- 
cher to à plate, had ſome of the above pickles reſer- 
ved dry-for his own uſe; which, as he was mincing, | 
he called aloud to the company to obſerve him: 1 
here preſent you, my lords and gentlemen, ſaid hey | 
with a ſight that may henceforward ſerve. you to talk i 
of as ſomething. curious, That you ſaw an archbiſhop of .," 
Dublin, at fourſcore and ſeven years of age, cut capers up-" / 

Os 


on a trencher. © | 
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Some years ago, Dr. Johnſon being in company 
with Foote,. the emigration. of the Scotch to London 
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became the fubject of converſation. Foote inſifted that 
the emigrants were as numerous in the former, as ins. 
the preſent reign; the doctor the contrary, This dif- 


- 


te continued with a friendly warmth for ſome time, 


when Johnſon called out, you are certainly in the 
wrong, Sam; but I fee how you are deceived; you 


cannot diſtinguiſh them now as formerly, for the fel 


tows. all come breeched to the capital of late years. 


Three young Cantabs went one evening to a coffee - 


houſe near St. James's, being recommended to it for 


the goodneſs of the wi” -, particularly Old Hoek ; one 


of them, who took upon himſelf to be the wit of the 
company, ordered the waiter to bring a bottle of hic, 


ec, hoc. However, the waiter paid no attention to 


his command; and, upon being called again, was. 

damned for a ſtupid raſcal, and: aſked the reaſon why. 

de did not bring the hock. Really. gentlemen, ſaid 
Ne, 1 thought you had declined ts | 


Two girls of Whitechapel, diſputing about preceden - 


cy, one the daughter. of a gentleman of ſmall fortune. 


You. are to confider, miſs, faid the brewer's daughter, 


that my pappa keeps a coach. Very true, madam, ſaid 


the other, and you are to conſider that he likewiſe. keeps. 


a dray. 


": Mrs,———, who had married a huſband of great 


good nature, but a little deficient in point of under- 
ang, was e by her brother-in-law, who 


told her in derifion, that ſhe had coupled herſelf to 
a fool. So has my ſiſter, ſays ſhe, or no man of- 
* ſenſe would ever endeavour. to give any woman a. mean. 


Dd 


opinion of ler tnſband, 


ſerved by a wit, he like any collected his tythes, 
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| 8 A certain highwayrgan uſed to rob on the highway, 
dreſſed in the attire of a clergyman, and it was ob» 


jk, 


remember Fu when I return. Pleaſe your honour 


Company's ſervice, ſaid, he thought it a juice extrated. 3 


| * 
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An Oxford ſchalar being informed that a carrier 
ho Ropped at the door, was an arch fellow, thus 
attacked him. Why, they tell me, my friend, that 
vou are a very wile man. May be fo, ſays the fel- 
low, And that you know all London, continued the 
{cholar, and every body in it; pray can you tell me 
where 1 live? In Anapes Acre, ſays the carrier; Ay 

but J am about to move, ſays the Oxonian: And 
that will be to Tyburn, quoth the other, 


A few weeks ago, as a gentleman in one of the 
coffee-houſes Eaſt of Temple-bar, was reading to a 
group of city politicians, the late famous ſpeech of- 
Lord Shelburne, in which his lordſhip expreſſed his 
opinion, That our very women - were able to beat 
back the French, if they ſhould attempt an invaſion 
of this country; a naval gentleman immediately jump- 
ed up, 2nd ſtriking his fiſt againſt the table, cried, 
Kight, my boy! damme if I doubt it, and I hope 
to ſee the day that ſome of the Monfieurs ſhall re» 


ceive a ſound drubbing from a Britiſh. ſhip manne4 
with women. | 


- A gentleman eroffing Ludyate-Street,. was applied ta- 
by a man who ſweeps the croſſing for charity. The 
gentleman replied, I am going a little farther, and wilt 


the man, it 


— 


unknown the credit I give in this may. 


A gentleman who had a numerous family, obſerving 
once at a' table, that thank God he could digeſt ag, iſ 
thing; another aſked him how he digeſted his ten chi- BM 
dren ?- O, fir, ſaid the gentleman, I bring them up. 


An Indian chief being aſked bis opinion of à caſl of © 
Madeira wine, preſented to him by. an officer in tile 


rom womens tongues and lions hearts; for aſter he had 4 | 
7 : 26 ; ( 9 Fes drank: | 


Vo" n 


5 
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| drank a bottle of it, he ſaid, ke could talk for ever, and 
- fight the devil, | 2 


A man in Flanders dreamed one night that he was a 
Euckold, ſo he went to a prieſt to deſire him to con- 
feſs his wife, eſpecially in that point. Well, ſays the 
prieſt to him, becauſe you are my loving friend, I will 
lend you my gown and hood, and you ſhall take her con- 
feſfion yourſelf. This very prieſt had lain with this man's 
wiſe ſeveral times; ſo while he was waiting for his wife's 
coming, the prieſt went and told her the intrigue, and 
that her huſband was to take her confeſſion ; ſo when ſhe 
came to him, and after many ſimple queſtions that he 
aſked her, confeſſed to him, that he had only lain with | 
three men; that was a young man, an old man, and a 
Friar; ſo he came home, as he thought, undiſcovered ; 
ds he was at work, he would often be crying, the young 
man, the old man, and the friar. Troth, huſband, I 
believe the Prieſt has told what I confeſſed to him, and 1 
” did indeed confeſs ſo to him, for I did ſo, I lay with a 
= young man, an old man, and a friar ; and yet, huſband, 
theſe three are but one; for I lay with you when you 
were a young man, and 1 lie with you now you are an 
old man, and are you not the friar'which I made my 
confeſſion to? Therefore all theſe three were only you, 
my dear huſband, Is it fo, my honeſt and chaſte wiſe ? 
Well, by my faith, thou haſt given me ſuch gred ſatisfaion in 
point f thy honeſty, that I jhould be both fool and xnave to 
queſtion d any more. | 


An impudent fellow dined ſo often at a gentleman's 
houſe, that he grew quite weary of him: and ſeeing him 
> there one day deſired dinner to be put back. The 
» fellow, after waiting ſome time, enquired when dinner 
© would come up. Truly, Sir, ſays the ſervant, not till A, 
Faun ane gone, Jo it is but a folly for you to . | | 
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A Philoſopher being blamed by a ſtander- by, ſor de- 
fending an argument weakly againſt the emperor Adrian, 
replied, What, would you have me contend with a max that 
commands thirty legions of ſoldiers. 


A painter turned phyſician, upon which „ 
friend applauded him, ſaying, you have done well; for 
before, your faults could be diſcovered by the naked eye, but 
new they are hid. | 


It being told Antigonus, in order to intimidate him, 
as he marched to the field of battle, that the enemy 
would ſhoot ſuch vollies of arrows as would intercept the 
light of the fun. I am glad of that, replied 2 Fer 
it being very kot, we Hall then fi;ht in the Bad. 


On the death of Cardinal Fleury, the Royal Acadeniit 
gians wiſhed that Voltaire might. Tucceed him as a mem 
ber of that fociety. The ancient- biſhop of Mirepoix. 


oppoſed Voltaire, under a pretence, that it would be an 
. offence to God, ſhould a profane perſon, like him, ſuc- 


ceed a Cardinal. 
Mirepoix was a dull bigot, and Voltaire took all o ppor- 


- tunities to laugh at his abſurdities. The Biſhop. uſually + 
figned his letters Anc. Eveque, &c. Voltaire always read 


Ane, or Aſs, for Acien, or Ancient, and this joke paſſed 
from Paris to his correſpondents in the courts abygad. 
Mirepoix ſoon heard of his nickname, and complained 
bitterly to the King that he was laughed at for a foo in 


foreign courts. OH, ſaid Louis, that is a matter quite * - ; 


tted, and you muſt let it paſs, my lord, ; 
"HOY XIV. was told that Lord Stair \ was one of: lane; 


beſt bred hen in Europe. I ſhall ſoon put that to the teſt 


ſaid the King; and alking Lord Stair to take an airing 


with him, as ſoon as the door was opened, he bade him pas 
3 and . "The other 9 and obeyed. The King 


12 1 es 
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faid, The world is in the right in the character it gives. Aro 
thar perſon would have troubled me with ceremony. 


* King William having invited the Earl of Nn to 

one of his parties, was told that his Lordſhip was quar- 

relſome in his cups, He laughed and ſaid, he would 

ay any man to quarrel with him, as lung as he could. 
e 


the bottle go round. What was foretold, however, 
happened; and Lord Pembroke was carried from the 


room and put to bed. When told the next morning what 
he had done, be haſtened to the palace, and threw him- 


felf upon his knee. Vo apologies, ſaid the King; I was: 


told you had na fault in the world but one, and I am glad ta 
. find it is true, for: I do not like your faultleſs people. Then 
taking him by the hand, he added, Make not yourſelf 


- fr 


Santeuil, a celebrated writer of Latin hymns, in 
France, during the laſt century, baving once a conſe 


* Gonal dreſs on, a lady, who tcok hica for a conſeſſor, 
fell upon her knees, and recounted all her: fins. The 
poet muttered ſomething to himſelf. The penitent, 


thinking be was-reproaching-her for her wickedneſs, haſt- 


ened the concluſion of her conſeſſion; and, hen he 


found the confeflor quite filent, ſhe then, aſked bim 


for abſolution. / hal, do yu tale me for.a drieft ? 7 


Santeuil,— Why, . then, ſaid the lady, quite alarmed, did 


von liſten te me ? — And why,. replied Santeuil, did you ſpeak . 
to me ill this inſtant go, and complain to your prior, ſaid 
- the enraged fernale.— Aud 1, ſaid the poet, will go to your: 


5 and give him a Full account of your conduct. 


i A. few days. aſter: the Rye: -houle plot, Charles IT. was: 


bling in St. James's Park, without guards or attend- 
ants; the duke of York afterwards remanſtrated with 


guourſelf, brother James, replied the King: Don't ma 


uneaſy, — accidents, over a bottle, are . 2 


him on the imprudence of his conduct. Take care 1 
aur 


A 
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yourſelf uneaſy about me; for no man will Jill me, to make, 
you An. | 


A clown onee took a fancy to hear the Latin diſputes” 
of doors at a univerfity. He was aſked what plea- 
fare he could take in viewing ſuch- combatants, when he 
could never know fo much as. which of the parties had 
the better. For that matter, replied the clown, I an't fuck 
a fool neither, but I can fee who's the firſt that puts Vother in 
a paſſion. 

When Congreve was aſked by a court: lady, why, in 
his comedies, he made fo free with the fex ? Becauſe, 
' faid- the bard, I draw my characters rom nature. N 


Some time after the late Lord Waldegrave abjured 
the catholic religion, he was {ent ambaſſador to France, 
where he reſided ſeveral years. Being one day at an en- 
tertainment where his couſin the dike of Berwick, and 
many other noblemen, were prefent, the duke wanting 
to mortify him on the ſcore of religion, aſked his lord» 
ſhip, whether the miniſters of ſtate, or the minifers of the 
goſpel, had the greateſt, ſhare in his converſion 2 am 
eftoniſhed, my. lord duke, ſays Waldegrave, kow you can i 
aſk me fuch a- queſiton! Do not you know, that - when I gut- 
ted the, Roman Catholic religion, 1 leſt-off conſeſſion. 


Several years ago, Dr. Arne produced an operetta- at 
Covent-garden theatre, called The Rgſe, which, though 
there were many ſcriptural alluſions in it, was hiſſed of 
the ſtage the firſt night.. Foote getting into the lobby of. 
the houſe juſt after its fate, was aſked by an acquaint- 
ance, what he really thought of it.— M hy, abating the piety 
of it, fays the wit, I muſt confeſs I never ſaw a piece ſo juſtly 
damned in my life. 1 e 


e enn ie French Rocheſier of Land tha tau 
teenth's court, having offended the king, bired a dung: 
. cart, 


nah 0 64 9 
burt, and ſtripping himſelf quite naked, got up to the 
chin in it, jult as his majeſty was paſſing through the 


ſtructed, immediately fell a- wrangling with one of the 


king poſtillions, which occaſioned ſo much noiſe, that 


the king put his head out of the window to know what 
was the matter. Rochefoucault, watching the opportunity, 
raiſed himſelf forward in the cart, all bemired as he 
was, and bowing very reſpectfully to his majeſty, repli- 
ed, — Nothing at all, fire, but that your coachman and mine 
have had a fracas together. 


When a certain nobleman was made lord lientenant of 
Ireland, it was hinted to him that the crown would ſpare 
> him the trouble of looking out for a ſecretary. His lord- 
ſhip, however, immediately replied, that he had fixed 
upon one already, an attorney of his acquaintance, 
= whoſe honour, good ſenſe, and fidelity, he had the 
greateſt aſſurances of. Pok,. pok, ſays the officer of the 


| crown, who was ſpeaking to him, all that may be, but then 


bell not do for a ſecretary. - There you-and J differ, ſays his 
© Jordſhip, ending the converſation, I know of no place that 
mane good ſenſe and integrity is not fit for. 


— Profeflor Smith, of Glaſgow; was enumerating to Dr. 
Johnſon the many fine proſpects which were to be ſeen 
at Edinburgh and its environs. When he had done, Dr. 
STohnfon Taid, ** 7 believe you have forgot to mention the beſt 
proſpect of the wholegy What ts that? 40 the profeſſor:.— 
ie road from Edinburgh to London. 


ouring the laſt war with France, Lord How was ſud- 
genly awakened from his ſleep by an officer, who, in 


* 


Zroom. His lordſhip coolly replied, — F it is fo, we ſhall 
"ſoon know it. Some minutes afterwards, the lieutenant 


lord 


ſtreets of Paris in, ſtate. The dung-cart man, as in- 


"haſte, told him the ſhip was on fire cloſe to the. powder- 


returned, and told his lordſhip he had no occaſion to be 
dor the fire was extinguiſhed, Afraid.” replied 


IJ 
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lord Howe, haſtily;: — hat do you mean by tlat, fir, I ne- 
ver was afraid in my life / | - 


When the Duke of Nivenois was Ambaſſador in Eng- 


land, he was going down to lord Townſhend's ſeat in 


Norfolk, on a private viſit, quite diſhabille, and with 
only one ſervant, when he was obliged, from a very 
heavy ſhower of rain, to ſtop at a farm houſe in the 


. way. The maſter of the houſe was a clergyman, who, 


to a poor curacy, added the care of a few ſcholars” in 
the neighbourhood, which, in all, might make his living 
about 89ol. a year, and which was all he had to mains 
tain a wife and fix children. When the duke alighted. 
the clergyman, not knowing his rank, begged him to 


come in and dry himſelf, which the other accepted, by 


borrowing a pair of old worſted ſtockings and ſlippers of 
him, and warming himſelf by a good fire. After ſome 


" converſation, the duke obſerved an old cheſs board hang» 


ing up; and as he was paſſionately fond of that game, 


he aſked the clergyman whether he could play? The 


vther told him he could, pretty tolerably ; but found ig 
very difficult, in that part of the country, to get an an- 
tagoniſt. I am your man, ſays the Duke. Witk all my 
heart, ſays the parſon, — and if you'll ſlay and eat pot leſs 
Tu try if I can't beat you. The day continuing rainy 
the Duke accepted his offer; when the parſon played to 
much better, that he won every game. This was ſo fat 


from fretting the duke, that he was highly pleaſed: to 


meet a man who could give him ſuch entertainment at "if 


his favourite game. He accordingly enquired into the 


Nate of his family affairs, —and juſt raking a memoran ?, 
dum of his addreſs, without diſcovering his title, thanks; 


ed him, and departed. Some months paſſed over, and 


the elergyman never thought any thing of the matter; f | 


when, one evening, a footman in laced livery rode u 
to the door, and preſented him with the following billet; 
Tie duke of Nivernois's compliments wait on the Rev: Mis 


cn, as a. remembrance for the good, drubbing 8 


7 


FR 


1 


; 
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gebe kim at: chefs, begs that he- would accept of the living of 
—, worth gool. per annum, and that he will wait on his- 
| grace the duke of Newcaſtle on Friday next, to thank im 
for the ſame. The good parſon was ſometime before he 
could imagine it any thing more than a jeſt, and was not 
for going; but as his wiſe infiſted an his trying, he came 
up to town, and found the contents of the billet literally 
true, to his unſpeakable ſatisfaction, | 


Mr. Quin was at Funbridge for his health, when a 
certain oratorical gentleman. burſt out into ſuch extrava - 

- gant-fts of laughter, in the aſſembly room, that he drew 
the «bſervation of all the company. upon him. Coming 
up to Quin, he aſked him, if he had ever ſeen a man in 
tuch ſpirits before 1— es, once, replied the wit, but then. 
le was in Mor fields. "#8 ” | 


Mr. Quin, upon his ßrſt coming to Bath, found him: 
elf very extravagantly charged for eatables and drink» 
ables, as well as lodging and waſhing. At the end of the 
- Wit week, he took aſide Mr. Naſh, Maſter of the Cere= 
monies, ho invited him to Bath, as being the cheapeſt _ 
es in England for a man of taſte and a. bon vivants 
Naſh, who loved his joke, and knew that Quin loved 
pan as well as himſelf, replied, They have ated by r 
upon truly. Chriſtian principles. How ſo? ſays Quin. Why, . 
zefumed Naſh, you was a ſtranger and they took you in, 
. but, faid Quin, they. have. fleeced me, inſtead ef 


2" "INT, | | N | 
As Quinaud another gentleman. were paſſing one even- 
ig through St. Paul's -Church-yard, their attention was 
” attracted by a mob of people, who were aſſembled to 

hear a man relate, T hat there had been a-chimney on fire ix 
the Borough ; that he had ſeen, with his own eyes, the engines 
gie in order to extinguiſh it; but that it was quite got under her 
* fare they arrived. '. Upon. ſeeing the attention of, ſuch 2 
|  <onemarle of people attracted by ſo very wenge 
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» detail, Mr. Quin and his friend could not help reſtect + 
ing upon the natural curioſity of Engliſhmen, which 
was excited by the moſt trifling circumſtance ;—and 
very frequently by no circumſtance at all, Let us try, 
ſaid Quin, an experiment upon our countrymens“ curioſity. + 
This was immediately agreed to; and they accordingly 
repaired to the - oppoſite fide of the church-yard; 
þ where, having taken a convenient ſtand, and ſtaring up 
10 the ſtone gallery, Quin gravely ſaid, This is about the 
time, —Yes, replied the other, taking out his watch, and 
looking at it under a lamp, this was preciſely the time ut 
made its appearance laſt night. They had now collected at 
leaſt a dozen inquiſitive ſpectators, who, fixing their eyes 
| upon the ſteeple, aſked, Mat was to be ſeen,? To this Mr. 
a Quin replied, That the ghoſt of a lady who had been nur» 
dered, had been ſeen to walk round the rails of the ſtone gallery 
for ſome evenings, and that ſe was expected to walk again to» . 
night. This. information was preſently fpread through + 
the multitude, which, by this time, was augmented to 
àt leaſt a hundred. All eyes were fixed upon the ſtone 
gallery, and imagination frequently ſupplied the place of 
reality, in makine them believe they ſaw ſomething 
move on the tc, of the balluſtrade. The joke having 
thus taken, Quin and his companion withdrew, went a 
N the evening at the Half-moon tavern in Cheap 
ide, and, upon their return, between twelve and one, 
the crowd ſtill remained in eager expectation of the ... 
, thoſt's arrival. | = £ 


Charles V. Emperor of Germany, paſſing. once by a i 
village of Arragon, on Eafter-day, a perſon met him, 
who, according to the cuſtom of the country, was crowns. | 
ed Paſchal King, and ſaid, gravely to him,—Sir, it ii! 
that am king.— Much good may it do you, fays the Emp- 
ror as gravely ; you have chofen a troubleſome empοννννννim . 

| : e 

A philoſopher and a wit were croſſing from Harwich t 

| Holland, and a high [well riſing, the philoſopher 9 
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under gieat apprehen lions leſt he ſhould go to the bottom. : 
Why, obſerved the wit, that wil! ſuit your genius to a tit- 


tie; as for my part, you know I am only for ſkimming the ſur- 
mee of things. OG | * 


Mr. Pope, who, notwithſtanding his diminutive and 
misſhapen figure, was not a little vain of his perſon, 
having aſked Swift what people thought of him in lre+ 
hnd : Why, ſaid Swift, they think you are a very little 
man, but a very great poet. Pope retorted with ſome 
acrimony.— They think the very reverſe of you in England. 


It is related of Mr. Addiſon, who, though an elegant 
Writer, was too diffident of himſelf ever to ſhine 'as a a 
public ſpeaker, that at the time of debating the Union 
Act in the Houſe of Commons, he roſe up, and addreſ- 

fig himſelf to the Speaker, ſaid, Mr. Speaker, I conceive; 
but could go no farther ; —-then riſing again, he ſaid, 
Mr. Speaker, I conceive—Still unable to proceed he ſat 
down again. A third time he aroſe, and was ſtill una- 
ble to ſay any thing more than — Mr. Speaker, I conceive; 
ben a certain young member, who was poſſeſſed of 
more | effrontery and volubility, arofe and ſaid, Mr. 
Speaker, I am-wery ſorry. to find that the Honourable Gentle- 


man over "the way has conceived. three times, and brought 
forth nothing. | 


A certain genius, who had more wit than prudence, 

could not avoid obſerving the great attachment his pa- 

4ron's lady had to the vociſerous bawling vuigarly called 
Be. ſcolding ; and in one of his ſcribbling moods he penned 
an ode to.a vixen, which he thought ſo good a piece, that 
pe could not retrain ſhewing it to his friend, who was. 
grestly pleaſed with the thought, and defired a copy. 

Why /-ould you want a copy, fir, replied the wit, when, you 

baus been ſo long in poſſeſſion of the original. 
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An Irichman being in company, was joked on the ing : 
accuracy of their talk and their frequent blunders in 
converſation : to which he replied, he thought the pope 


had miſplaced their tongue as well as their legs, which | 
were unuſually thick ai bottom. | 


A Scotch clergyman, whoſe wife was a deſcendant of, 
the ſamous Xantippe, in going through a. courſe of lec- 
tures on the Revelations of &. john, imbibed from this _ 
obſtruſe writer an opinion that the ſex had no ſouls, an 
were iricapable of future punithment, It was no ſooner - 
known in the country, that he maintained this doctrine, 
than he was ſummoned before a preſbytery of his brethren, 
to be dealt with according to his delinquency. When he 

appeared at the bar, they aſked him, if he really held ſo 

heretical an opinion. He told them plainly that he did, 

On deſiring to be informed of his reaſon for ſo doing 

In the Revelation of St. Fokn the Divine, ſaid he, you will 
40 And this paſſage, And there was ſilence in heaven for , 
half an hour. Now I appeal to all of you,, whether that 

could have happened, had there been any women there; 
and charity forbids. us to imagine that they were in a 
worſe place: thereby it follows, that they have no im- 
mortal part, and are exempted from being accountable 


ſor all the noiſe and diſturbance they have raiſed in 


A Roman Catholic gentleman went a partridge-ſhoot- _ 
ing along with a proteſtant neighbour of his on his faſt-day ;; - 
they were driven about noon; by a thunder ſtorm, to a 

little public-houſe, where they could get nothing to eat 
but ſome bacon and eggs. The good Catholic had a 
tender conſcience, and would eat nothing but eggs; the 
Proteſtant, his-companion, who was one of your good ert 
of people, ſaid, there could be no harm in his eating a 

bit of bacon with his eggs; that bacon could not be called 
fleſh ; that it was no more than a red-herring; it is fiſh, as 
one may ſay. So the Catholic took a bit of bacon with/his 


eggs; 


— 


*% * 


(7) 


dess But juſt as he had put it into his mouth, there came 
A moſt tremendous clap of thunder; upon which the poor 

Catholic flipped it down upon his plate again, muttering 
te bimfelf— lat a noiſe here is about a bit of bacon - 


Dean Swiſt uſed to ſay—I hate Lent; I hate different 
Aiets, and frumity with butter, and herb porridge, and 
the {our devout faces of people who only put on religion 

for ſeven weeks. | 


A barder who generally ſhaves for a penny, and had late- 
Ay the good fortune to marry a handſome wife, with a 

- "trifle of money, hap to call in at a. neighbour's, who 
.- Keeps a ſchoot ; the children at that time were reading 
their leſſon, and one of the boys coming to the following 

_ "paſſage in the New Teſtament, viz. I is caſter for a camel 
to-paſs through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
ener into the kingdom of heaven; the barber ſuddenly 
Fafted and turned pale, and with tears cried out, 
lat is the caſe, the Lord have wercy upon me, what will 

Jerome of me, then / | 


5 Curious Sign Poſt in the Country. 
> BEARDS TAKIN OF AND REGISTURD ? ; 


eu A FAC-TOTUM. 

dae Fer wig-maker, Surgon, Pariſh clark, Sckool-maſter, 

buht, ind Men-widwife.— ' 

F . K 3 
i $haves for a penne, cuts hare for two-penſe, and oyld 

== and: powdird' into the bargin. Young ladys genteely, |. 
-_ > edicated in zoding, righting, &c. Lamps lited by the ere 
J 8 or 


+ 
- 


AE os 


langwoge in the neateſt maner, and great kear takan of 


_ herrins, gingerbred and cole, 


with the beſt tobacca by the ream, quire or 
And ſo ON. | 


' . yore ago, in Somerfetſhire, with two ladies who were 


N | 
r We Youny gentlemen alſo taut their grammer 


their morels and ſpelin. Alſo, falm finging and horſe 
Thewing by the real maker! Hkewiſe makes and mends all 
forts af Butes and hoes, teckes the Ho boy and Jews ©! 
harp, cuts corns, bledes and bliſters on the loweſt terms; 
liſters and purgins at a perme a peace. Cowtillions and 
other dances taut at hoam and abrode. Alſo, deals hole- 


-fale and retalePirfumary in all its branchis. Sells all 


ſorts of ſtationary wair, together with blacking balls, red 


Scrubbin bruſhes, treycle, 
"Tmouce traps, and other ſweetmetes. Likewife, godfathers 
cordial, red rutes, tatoes, ſafſages, and other gardin ſtuff, 


gle ſheat, | 
P. S. I teaches joggreſy, and them out-landiſh kind of 


things. A bawl on Wenſdays, and Frydays. Al pirs 4 
formed 9 willin) | 


By Me, ISAAC FAC 'TOTUM. 
N. B. Alſo, likewiſe, bewary of counterſeits; for ſuch is 


abrode. 
This the only origanel enventor of that famouſeſt 


2 Licker ifo much in woge called cuckholds cumfert or arts 


heaſe If you wont believe me—ax the landlord and he 
will give you a glaſs to taſte—but you muſt give him the 


money for it firſt. 


At the time the famous * Bill was ae in me 
Houſe of Commons, Mr. Pelham finding the arguments 


' rarming ſtrongly againſt him, and that Mr. 1 —, who 


' had a very happy method of delivery, had made no ſmall 
"Impreffion 


by his laſt harangue, roſe up and told the fol- 
lowing ftory,—* 1 remember (faid he) travelling a "ew 


kifters, We were in a very eaſy carriage, —the roads 
were remarkably good, —and we went on particularly 


"Pleaſant, Notwithſtanding this, one of the ladies was in 
. continual terror, . out at every eels Fg O, 


(-:72 3). 


dear, fi, we ſhall be over! We ſhall ahn be kill 2: 
ed I wiſh I had never ventured on this journey! 
Bleſs me! there again !—well, we ſhall politively never 
get out alive. Finding this lady ſo extremely timorous 
and apprebenſive, I enquired of ber fiſter whether the 
conchman was a ſober man, and underſtood his bulineſs, 
To which I was anſwered, —“ She had never ſeen him 
intoxicated, —that he had driven them for many years, 
/without-any accident having ever happened, — and that 
there was not a more able coachman in the whole country. 
I then enquired if he was acquainted with the road? To 
this I was alſo anſwered, — Nobody knew it better, and 
"that he had driven them that very road, at leaſt fiſty 
times. . Theſe informations made me greatly aſtoniſhed 
at the lady's terrors, which not only continued, but 
ſeemed much increaſed, Her ſiſter, perceiving my ſur- 

priſe at her behaviour, deſired me - to make myſelf quite 
4 for that her filter was really under no apprehenſions ; 
al that fancying herſelf poſſeſſed of an agreeable voice, fre 
/ x/t0ok every re of hearing it, * 


Scon after che acceſſion of King James to the eromn of 
England, in one of the tours he made round his Ying 
em, he was entertained by the Earl of, 8+ Lo 44 at 

- his ſeat at Lumley Caſtle. . A right reverend biſbop, a 
relation of his lordſhip, who was there on a viſit at the 
ſame time, thinking, no doubt, to poſſeſs his Majeſty 
«with a grand idea of the importance of the family of his 
noble relative, began to make his Majeſty acquainted 
with a genealogical detail of every perſon who bad exiſted 

2 in a long continued line. of his lordſhip's progenitors, 

und :;attempted to deduce: the origin of the family from 

* period ſo remote, that it exceeded every degree of cre- 

2 — The King, whoſe patience was at length quite 

Lecken, Ropped ſhort the reyerend genealogiſt's narra- 

tion, by ſaying, Dear, - ſir {—go no farther ;—let me. digeſt 

- tis imowledge- I have gained for, upon my de never 

r 9 Man's Jupnome was Lumley, 


